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August 29, 2021 

On this Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our sermon series with an exploration of 
identity. Who are you? Who defined your identity? Do you remember your baptism? Can you recall 
the details of what led you to yearn for the water of a new identity? Were you led to baptism out of 
fear? Or -- were you led to baptism before you knew what was happening?  

Prelude     Prelude on Old 100th     Willan 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song          Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing          Hymn 68 

Litany of Prayer and Praise          (Isaiah 40:3-5, John 1:5) 

One: A voice cries out: 

All: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord!” 

One: Make a way in the desert – a highway for our God. 

All: Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

One: The uneven ground shall become level, 

All: And the rough places a plain. 

One: Then the glory of God shall be revealed, 

All: And all people shall see it together, 

One: For the mouth of God has spoken.” 

All: The word of our God will stand forever. 

One: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it. Let us worship holy 
God together! 

Opening Prayer               Rev. Rosemary McCombs Maxey 

Creating, Calling, and Faithful God, we come to this time and place to be with you, to worship you, 
and to learn from you. May our time together be like your creation of light in the darkness that you 
called good. May it be that you would call us good while we respond to your call and as we listen to 
you.  

Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

Living Psalm             Psalm 139             Maria Mankin 

It’s something, isn’t it, 

to imagine being known 

so thoroughly 

that the pain you hold 

is understood without you 

having to say a single word, 

 

without you having to testify 

about your decision from last year 

or ten years ago or yesterday, 

when you said the thing that led 

to the other thing that brought you 

so low you thought you’d never be known 

for more than the pain that crystallized 

around your hopes and your heart? 
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Living Psalm (con’t) 

It’s something, isn’t it, 

to believe in One 

who isn’t afraid of your broken parts 

or ugly deeds or the cowardice 

or the fear or the anger or the 

hundred other ways you have tried 

to make yourself disappear 

when you felt unworthy 

of a great and abiding love 

and had persuaded yourself 

that forgiveness was beyond reach 

and grace, an undeserved gift? 

 

It’s something, isn’t it, 

to be loved by God, 

to be both fearfully 

and wonderfully made 

just as you are – 

not happier, not a work in progress, 

or with fewer secrets or scars – 

but just you, as you are, 

welcome at the table? 

 

 

New Testament                   James 1:17-27 (TIB) 
17Every worthwhile gift, every genuine benefit comes from above, descending from the Creator of 
the heavenly luminaries, who cannot change and is never in shadow. 18God willingly gave birth to us 
with a word spoken in truth, so that we may be, as it were, the first fruits of God’s creatures. 
19Remember this, my dear sisters and brothers: be quick to listen, but slow to speak and slow to 
anger; 20for God’s justice is never served by our anger. 21So do away with all your filth and the last 
vestiges of wickedness in you. Humbly welcome the word which has been planted in you, because it 
has power to save you. 
22But act on this word – because if all you do is listen to it, you’re deceiving yourselves. 23Those who 
listen to God’s word but don’t put it into practice are like those who look into mirrors at their own 
faces; 24they look at themselves, then go off and promptly forget what they looked like. 25But those 
who look steadily at the perfect law of freedom and make it their habit – not listening and then 
forgetting, but actively putting it into practice – will be blessed in all that they do. 26If those who don’t 
control their tongues imagine that they are devout, they’re deceiving themselves and their worship it 
pointless. 27Pure, unspoiled religion, in the eyes of our Abba God, is this: coming to the aid of 
widows and orphans when they are in need and keeping oneself uncontaminated by this world. 

Special Music          Consolation           Bell Choir 

Sermon                 Who Are You?        Rev. Tory Topjian 

Sermon Response          Praise and Thanksgiving         Hymn 722 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~ Lynn S.: For my brother-in-law, Mike. He is starting treatment for cancer.  

~ Mary Ann M.: Continued prayers for my friend Kim, who remains hospitalized with multiple medical 
issues. 

~ Loretta S.: Prayers that I've made the right decision on a health issue. 

Prayer Song            Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 v 1 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Melt me mold me, Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.               

Call to Offering                  

Doxology                                      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication                     Rev. Rosemary McCombs Maxey, adapted 

Faithful God, Bless us in our baptismal calling to be in the ministry of showing hospitality to others. 
We offer the gifts that we have been given. Receive and multiply our gifts for life-giving ministry. 
Amen. 

Closing Song   Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises         Hymn 709 

Sending           Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, adapted 

God is in the holy surprise. 

God is in the busted stuff. 

And God is with us today and every day. 

Amen. Amen. Amen! 

Postlude      Festive Trumpet Tune            German 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 
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Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

8/30 – Cameron Flynn 

9/3 – Rebecca Berger 

9/3 – Bradley Bingheim 

9/3 – Ryan Gaeth 

9/3 – Lynn Schmeling 

 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. Only one week is covered through 
September and October at this time. It’s a mere 1½ hour time commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm 
Tear down 6:00 pm 
Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community. ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-
614-2612 

 

Rally Sunday Pot Luck Lunch, Sunday, September 12th! 

Please join us on Sunday, September 12th, as we gather after worship for a casual Pot Luck 
Lunch. You may bring a main dish to pass, a salad, a pasta, a vegetable, a snack, a dessert 
(please!), a beverage, or anything you would like. We ask that you bring your food to the church 
kitchen before the church service, if possible, so that our crew of servers can have time to gather it 
all in. Speaking of the crew, would you be so kind as to help set up, serve or clean up? We sure 
would appreciate any help you could offer. See Pam Kothrade (414-321-4853) for details or more 
info.   

 

BVCC Food Walk Collection 

When you exit the sanctuary there is a rather large and empty plastic jar with a very colorful sticker 
on it inviting you to donate “coins” (let’s use that “coins” description as generic meaning money, 
hopefully paper money) so that we can share the blessings we have with our neighborhood. Please 
consider donating generously and often. We will only have this opportunity through September 12th. 

~Pam and Dean Kothrade    

 

 

 

 

 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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