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May 16th, 2021 
Christ is risen! Christ has really, really, risen, indeed! This final Sunday of Easter, 
sometimes called Ascension Sunday, marks Jesus’ departure from the disciples after 40 
days of dwelling with them in community. Today we find ourselves like the disciples 
after Jesus’ ascent into the heavens. All they could do was stand, looking up toward 
heaven, despite Jesus’ call for them to go into the world for the love of the world. 
Today we begin a new sermon series called “Jesus at the Theatre”. Each week, this 
series connects themes from musicals and plays to the readings for today. The musical 
that will help us dive into Jesus’ departure into the heavens is Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
Hamilton. King George’s “What Comes Next?” reprise is the perfect question for the 
disciples and each of us. What comes next now that Jesus has ascended? 

Prelude               O Worship the King         arranger Lloyd Larson  

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                                 Halle Halle Hallelujiah 

Halle halle hallelujah, Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah, Hallelujah hallelujah 

Praise God in this holy place, every nation every race 
Come, make joyful music to the Lord. Sound the trumpet sound it clear 
Sound it for the world to hear, Come, make joyful music to the Lord 

Halle halle hallelujah, Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah, Hallelujah hallelujah 

Everything that breathes now praise, sing your songs, let voices raise. 
Come, make joyful music to the Lord. Play the cymbals, play the lute; 
Play the timbrel, play the flute, Come, make joyful music to the Lord. 

Halle halle hallelujah, Halle halle hallelujah 
Halle halle hallelujah, Hallelujah hallelujah 

Call to Worship             UCC Worship Ways 

One: We shout for joy to God who rides upon the clouds! 

All: We sing praises to our awe-inspiring God, before whom the earth quakes, 
and whose abundant blessings provide for all in need! 

One: God is Sovereign over the earth, Defender of the defenseless, and Parent to 
orphans; God creates families for those who are alone. 

All: God leads captives to freedom and breaks the yoke of oppression. 

One: God goes forth before the people, marching through the wilderness of their 
lives, bringing forth restoration and justice. 

All: Sing praise to God, Rider of the ancient skies, who dwells in holiness. 
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One: Proclaim the power of God! 

All: O God, how awesome you are in your sanctuary! You give power and strength 
to your people. 

One: Let us worship God! Amen!    

Opening Prayer              

Gracious God, you are far-seeing, far-reaching, far-beyond our wildest imagination. 
Call us into your vision, to seek what you desire for us, which is to be one with you. 
In the love of Jesus, may we love one another. In the wisdom of the Spirit, may we 
serve one another. In your vision, O God, may we dwell with one another in your 
peace. Amen. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning,  is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen 
World without end, without end. Amen. 

As it was in the beginning,  is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

Old Testament                                   Psalm 47 

Psalm 47 is a song of praise to God. The psalmist lifts God as the true king. God rules 
over all the nations. God rules over the world. God has brought the nations under the 
feet of Israel, but God is the one who reigns over all earthly rulers, nations. As such, all 
people are children of Abraham. 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. 2 For the Lord, 
the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the earth. 3 He subdued peoples 
under us, and nations under our feet. 4 He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob 
whom he loves.Selah 5 God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a 
trumpet. 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm. 8 God is king over the 
nations; God sits on his holy throne. 9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people 
of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly 
exalted. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+47&version=NRSV
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New Testament    Acts 1:1-11                         
The Acts of the Apostles portrays 
Jesus' followers from their days 
with the risen Jesus in Jerusalem 
to Paul's mission in Rome. Acts 
has the same author as Luke’s 
Gospel. In this reading, “Luke,” 
expresses that Jesus has 
“presented himself alive” from 
the dead in various ways as 
evidence for new believers. Luke 
tells his audience that that they 
ought to remain where they are in 
Jerusalem for the arrival of God’s 

Holy Spirit. The disciples wonder if this is the time when Jesus will restore the 
kingdom of Israel, which highlights their focus on a worldly kingdom. Jesus ascends to 
heaven in a cloud. While the disciples watch, two messengers of God stand by them 
and ask, “why do you stand looking up to heaven?”  

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Special Music   Be Present, Spirit of the Lord    Pam Kothrade, soloist 

“Martyrs of Uganda” from Emmaus House, Kampala, Uganda. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-11&version=NRSV
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The Gospel              Luke 24:44-53 

Luke’s Gospel gives a slightly different account of Jesus’ 
ascent into heaven than the book of Acts. At Bethany, Jesus 
blesses his followers and is “carried up into heaven.” 
Jesus’ final words to his disciples are that they are 
witnesses to his death and resurrection – which is the 
fulfilment of scripture. The disciples returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy and worship God in the temple. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 nd see, I am sending upon you what 
my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and 
they were continually in the temple blessing God.  

Sermon        Worship at the Theatre: What Comes Next?           

Sermon Song   Take My Life And Let It Be 

Take my life and let it be, Consecrated, Lord, to thee;  
Take my hands and let them move  
At the impulse of thy love, At the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for thee; 
Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King,  Always, only, for my King 

Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages for thee; 
Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold, Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my love, my God, I pour, At thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for thee, Every, only, all for thee.  

“The Ascension” by Jesus Mafa, Cameroon.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV
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Prayers of the People  

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~Joan B, who is coping with spinal stenosis. 
~Joyce N, who lost her house in a fire. She is okay and currently staying with her 
cousin.  
~Laurel D, who broke her wrist and is recovering from surgery. She will be in a cast 
for several weeks. Also for her daughter-in-law, Dawn Dayton, who goes for kidney 
dialysis four times a week for four or five hours each session.  
~Dan V, who was diagnosed with malignant melanoma. Please continue prayers for 
him as he finds out more about this condition. 
~ Mark P – Thanks for all the prayers, they do work. [Hip] Surgery went "great" and 
all looks good. Please pray for his continued recovery. 
~Betty B who is healing from injuries from a recent fall.  She has returned to her 
residence and is receiving minimal daily care. Additionally, prayers for Betty as her 
macular degeneration is progressing. 
~Ken and Susie K. as Ken recovers from recent surgery. Prayers for healing. 
~Dean M. as he continues to recover from surgery for a ruptured Achilles tendon. 
This is a challenging time for him as he will be inactive for several more weeks. 
~Nick, nephew of Nancy & Brad who has been using heroin again for about 6 
months.   
~Ian, that continued chemo and upcoming radiation will continue to work as hoped 
and side effects can remain minimal.   
~Kim and her husband, friends of Mary Ann M. who is now back home and is still 
not able to eat (has a gastric feeding tube), very weak and unable to walk without 
assistance but very happy to be home. Her husband is assisting with all her care in 
addition to PT, OT and speech therapy.  
~Rick, Uncle of Laura P who recently had a “routine” heart procedure that did not go 
well and is now in critical condition.  Prayers for the whole family.  
~Prayers of thanksgiving for Jack and his family.   Jack now has a date of June 1st for 
bone marrow transplant.   Continued prayers for healing and strength for their entire 
family as two of their children help with their autistic brother while their father 
continues through the treatments for leukemia.  ~Dick and Joan Gaeth 
~Judy, niece of Ken K as she is on chemo for breast cancer.  
~Kathy, Ken’s sister who was moved to hospice at a nursing home and has a serious 
chronic infection and vascular dementia. 
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~Susie K’s Aunt Evelyn who is in hospice and Aunt Eleanore who had a stroke and is 
in home hospice, also for her daughters and granddaughters who are taking care of 
her. 
~Dan, friend of Molly as he and his young family navigate his illness.  
~Joe and Laurie, son in law and daughter of Jackie S as they navigate Joe’s medical 
issues. 
~Dawn & Brad D, daughter in-law and son of Laurel as she manages diabetes and 
dialysis 4 times per week for her kidneys and Brad as he heals from a broken arm that 
required several surgeries.  
~Tracy, daughter of Nancy K, who is at home with Nancy awaiting a liver transplant.   
~Continued prayers for Julene F’s nephew, who is struggling with mental health 
issues. 
~Bernee, friend of Nancy K who has end-stage lung cancer and is in a nursing home 
in hospice. 

Community - From our outdoor prayer box: 

~”Really I  like my home back. I work to pay the mortgage for 26 years for nothing.” 
~ “We are hoping to adopt after a long battle with infertility. Please pray not only for 
us, but our future child’s birth mother during her pregnancy.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Prayer Song         What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer! 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?  
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?  
Precious Savior, still our refuge – take it to the Lord in prayer!  
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a solace there. 
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Call to Offering                               Worship Ways  

In another farewell discourse, Jesus tells his disciples to be at peace. He knows they 
will worry when he is gone. He tells us he’ll only be with the disciples a little longer, 
but his spirit will be with them forever. It is my hope that we can give as we are able 
at this time, so that this place might always be an embodiment of that peace of Jesus.  

Please give as you are able at the link to follow: www.uccmke.org/donate 

Doxology                                      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Bless these gifts, O God, we pray. May they help this church and the work we do be a 
sign of your peace in the world. Amen. 

Amen and Amen.          

Closing Song     Sing a New Song 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

Yahweh’s people, dance for joy. O come before the Lord. 
And play for Him on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

Rise, O children, from your sleep; your Savior now has come. 
He has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. I know my Savior lives. 

Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high.  
Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia. 

Sending 

One: In the Gospels Jesus says: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not 
let them be afraid.” In Christ, we know that love reigns forever, that hate and death 
will not have the final word. May the peace that surpasses all understanding guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

http://www.uccmke.org/donate
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Postlude                Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing     arr. John Carter 
 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 
Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways 

                             
-- 

Thanks 

Dear Christ Church Family, 
Mike and I would like to say how humbled and grateful we are to have received your 
generous outpouring of gifts, cards, messages of appreciation and good wishes for 
our retirement. 
We were blessed to have been part of the Christ Church community for the spiritual 
guidance, opportunities, growth, and friendships it provided to us during our 35 
years of membership. 
While we begin another part of our journey of life we will take many fond memories 
with us and keep them close to our hearts. 
With love and appreciation,  

Mike and Debbie Behling 

Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

Stacey Bergeman    May 18 

Andrea Blankenberg   May 21 

Debbie Wells   May 21 

Scott Schmeling  May 21 

 
If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 
Christ Church UCC, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207. 
We are currently worshiping online-only until June 6th.  
You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by 
mailing a check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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