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October 24th, 2021 
On this Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our October-themed sermon series, 
Holy Ghost Stories with an exploration of the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis and the Holy 
Spirit encounter from the book of Acts. What does the Spirit call and compel us to do? How does the 
Spirit function in Scripture? What can we learn about God and the inclusive love of Jesus from the 
Holy Spirit’s call on our lives? In today’s scriptures from Genesis and Acts, we hear about how God’s 
Spirit calls us together as one body? What can the Spirit teach us about “unity” and “oneness” in our 
divided world? What might this mean for us as Christians living in the 21st century? 
 
Prelude                                  Allegro                       Walther 
 
Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                We Have Come To Join In Worship    #647 

Call to Worship          

One: Creator God, who came to us as Jesus who fills us with the Holy Spirit, breathe in us anew this 
day. 
All: Spirit of the Living God, breathe afresh on us. 
One: Living God, as we remember the story of the birth of the church once again, we remember the 
faithful ministry of our forebears. Breathe your Spirit in us as we seek to keep their legacy of faith 
alive in this new day and age. 
All: Spirit of the Living God, breathe afresh on us. 
One: Loving God, as we rededicate our commitment to minister in the name of Christ, we give thanks 
for your life-sustaining presence that renews our calling to be the hands and feet of mission.  
All: Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. 
One: Gracious God, empower us as a congregation to speak boldly and to act courageously on the 
journey of ministry that lies before us. Breathe your Spirit in us as we strive to bring the Gospel alive 
in this new day and age. 
All: Spirit of the Living God, breathe afresh on us. Amen. 
         

Opening Prayer (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

Now there are different spiritual gifts; They all come from the same Spirit. There are many ways to 
serve; We all serve the same God. There are different ways to participate; The same God inspires 
each of us. The Holy Spirit works in each of us for the common good. Come, Holy Spirit. Inspire us, 
guide us, and lead us! …And so, Gracious God, as we gather this morning for worship, may your 
Spirit fill us with the courage to speak love, everywhere we go, to everyone we meet. May we be 
renewed and filled with the fire of the Spirit. Amen! 
 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 
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First Lesson                  Genesis 11:1-9 

Genesis is a book about beginnings. In this primeval story, the people unite in their quest to create a 
tower that stretches up to the heavens. They seek power. God scatters them and makes them many. 
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they migrated from the east, 
they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, 
let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth.” 5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6 And 
the LORD said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the 
beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for 
them. 7 Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one 
another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and 
they left off building the city. 9 Therefore it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the 
language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the 
earth. 
 
Second Lesson                        Acts 2:1-12 

The book of Acts of the Apostles is a continuation of Luke’s Gospel. In this story, the early apostles – 
those who knew and interacted with Jesus – are gathered during a Jewish festival. God’s Spirit 
descends upon them in the appearance of flames, and they become able to speak and understand 
various languages. God makes the people one. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 

Third Lesson            Matthew 28:16-20 

In this Gospel lesson, Jesus commissions the disciples to make the many into one.  

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 

Sermon                           Holy Ghost Stories: The Spirit of Oneness                   Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response                  Fairest Lord Jesus             #123 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11%3A1-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV
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Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

Jan N - Jan’s sister, Shirley, who had an adverse reaction to her first vaccine in the spring. We pray 
that she receives a new one without incident. 

The Budzien Family – Prayers for the Budziens as they lay Betty to rest this weekend.  

Doris P – Prayers for Doris as she navigates issues related to medicine. 

Jill U – Prayers for Jill’s friend Bill as he battles COVID. 

Joan & Dick G: Prayers of comfort for the Gaeth family.  Dick’s brother passed away suddenly. 

Prayers for the Koszuta family.  Linda’s mother, Lucille Hammerling, passed away. 

Let’s all pray for strength and guidance as we move forward in doing God’s work. 

 

Prayer Song            Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying     #489     

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Closing Song             Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises     #709         

Sending    

One: The Spirit has been poured out on us to bring good news. The Spirit is at work in all good 
things. The Spirit is within you. Love one another. Forgive one another. Work for justice together. 
Seek peace together. Practice mercy together. And the peace of Christ that surpasses all 
understanding will be with you. Go, renewed, and filled with the fire of the Spirit! 
        

Postlude                                            Allegro          Walther 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 
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Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time 
commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  

   ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-614-2612 

 

Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

10/26  Richard Gaeth 

10/28 Harvey Albertin 

10/30  Mary Ann Mowery 

10/30  Mary Veit 

 

Book Club 

Sunday, October 24th, 2021 @ 11:00am in the Fellowship Hall  

Topic: Cutting For Stone by Abraham Verghese 

Crochet Class 

Crochet group is up and running again. We meet the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month (October 
9th & 23rd, 10am to 12pm. Anyone interested in joining or learning how is more than welcomed to 
come on down. The time is from 10am until 12pm, with all the coffee you can drink. It doesn't matter 
what your age is, anyone can learn. See Ken Klockow for more information.       ~Ken Klockow 

Confirmation Class 

This year’s Confirmation class begins today after worship in the Pine Room outside the fellowship 
hall. Email Pastor Dan at pastor@uccmke.org for more info. 

Quilting 

Tues, Oct. 26  10am 

Handbell Rehearsal 

Thurs., Oct 28 1pm 

Membership Classes 

October 31st following worship 

 

 

 

Memorial Sunday, November 21st 

As the season of Pentecost nears conclusion, the church is called to celebrate the saints of God. At Christ 
Church we hold an annual candle lighting remembrance during our worship service. We traditionally name 

our church members who have died in the past year (since November 2020). Additionally, if you would 
like to lift up personal family members or friends in this observance, please contact the church office at 

481-3530 at Office@uccmke.org by November 16. 

mailto:jameswick73@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
mailto:Office@uccmke.org
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Chili Dinner 
Heads up! Chili Dinner, Saturday November 6th, 5:00 – 8:00 PM! 

Join us for a delicious chili dinner and fellowship at Christ Church! Invite your neighbors and friends! 
We will serve some of our members’ favorite chili recipes, ranging from mild, to vegetarian to really 
yummy hot. Sample them all and vote on your all-time-favorite recipe. There will also be Bingo from 

7:00 – 8:00PM and tours of our church for any interested visitors. Free will offering. Spread the word! 
How can you help? Come and eat chili! And here’s what we need: mild, hot and vegetarian chili, 

saltine crackers, corn bread, butter, Oyster crackers, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, 
chopped onion, cookies, waters, sodas and milk. 

Sign up on the bulletin board at the Lenox Street entrance by Nov. 3rd. See Pam or Dean Kothrade 
for more details (414-321-4853). 

 

Thank You 
 

Thanks to everyone for remembering me.  I’m doing OK enjoying my new home and thanking you for the 
beautiful card.  God Bless and Take Care.  Charlotte Jeske 

 

Update 
With heavy hearts, Paula Zarling, our office administrator, notified the Personnel Committee and 
Church Council that she was ending her employment at Christ Church effective Friday, October 8. 
We wish her well in her endeavors. In the meantime, volunteers and Pastor Dan will be assisting with 
tasks Paula had taken care of. Pastor Dan and volunteers will answer all emails and phone 
messages as quickly as possible. Please be patient as the Personnel Committee begins the process 
to hire a replacement. If you know of anyone who should be considered for the position, please 
contact Dick Gaeth, Dean Kothrade, or Randene Wick. 

 
If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

 
You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 

check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
 
 

 

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate

