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October 10th, 2021 

On this Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our October-themed sermon series, Holy 
Ghost Stories. What does the Spirit call and compel us to do? How does the Spirit function in 
Scripture? What can we learn about God and the inclusive love of Jesus from the Holy Spirit’s call on 
our lives? In today’s scriptures we hear what happens after the baptism of Jesus. The same Spirit 
that alighted upon him now drives him into the wilderness to be tested by the Adversary. As it turns 
out, the same Spirit that we hear about today also calls us by name away from the water’s edge of 
our own baptisms and into the “wilderness” of the world. 

Prelude            Aria and Fugue      Willan 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song             Gather Us In          Hymn 649 

Call to Worship                   A Sanctified Art, adapted 

One: God meets us in the night— 

 

 

All: Before the sun rises, 

Before the wound heals, 

Before there are answers, 

Before there is closure.

One:  God meets us in the light— 

 

 

All: Where joy abounds, 

Where laughter spreads, 

Where plants sprout from cracks, 

And where people gather around the table

One: God meets us at the threshold— 

 

 

All: At the edge of the water, 

At the beginning of the wilderness, 

At the start of something new, 

On the edge of faith

One: And if God meets us in all those places, 

Then surely God meets us in between—     All: Staying with us through the wilderness. 

One: We are not alone. God is all around.     All: Let us worship God!  

Opening Prayer 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

Baptism of Malique Ray Bonilla 

Invitation to Family 

Blessing the Water 

Questions for the Baptismal Candidate 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Presentation and Greeting in Christian Love 
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Special Music       Walk In the Spirit               Soloist 

First Lesson                         Psalm 91 

The psalmist sings a song to God about God’s protection. God watches over the psalmist by day 
and night. God keeps the psalmist under God’s wings. The Lord God is the psalmist’s refuge. When 
tested by the Devil in the wilderness, Jesus quotes the psalm as a rebuke to the Devil’s tests. 

Assurance of God’s Protection 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 

    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
2 will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

    and from the deadly pestilence; 
4 he will cover you with his pinions, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 

    or the arrow that flies by day, 
6 or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

    or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only look with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 

    the Most High your dwelling place, 
10 no evil shall befall you, 

    no scourge come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you up, 

    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder, 

    the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
14 Those who love me, I will deliver; 

    I will protect those who know my name. 
15 When they call to me, I will answer them; 

    I will be with them in trouble, 

    I will rescue them and honor them. 
16 With long life I will satisfy them, 

    and show them my salvation. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91&version=NRSV
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Second Lesson      Water           Sarah Are 

God, 
If I am honest, faith often feels like water in my hands. 

No matter how hard I try to hold onto it, some of it always slips through— 
Like droplets of truth running down my wrists, back toward my heart. 

This human inability to hold onto you leaves me thirsty for more. 
So, as we prepare to read scripture, 

I pray that once again, you would meet us here. 
Meet us in our hope and our heartache. 

Meet us in our fear and our joy, 
Meet us in our cupped hands and clenched fists. 

And even if the water keeps running, 
And we do not have a sky-parting moment of clarity, 

Or a tangible sense that you are near; 
Even if we do not hear the words, “This is my beloved,” 

Ringing in our ears, 
We will trust that you are near, 

Always and forever meeting us here, 
Running toward our hearts. 

Gratefully we pray, 
Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

One: God who meets us where we are— 

There is nowhere we can go that you are not. 

All: You were with Jesus at his baptism. 

You were with him in the wilderness, 

And even in between, you were there, 

Saying aloud, “This is my beloved.” 

One: We know that you are with us too— 

In the good, the bad, and everything in between— 

But so often we act like we are alone. 

All: Instead of coming to you with our hurt, 

We hold it in or cast it onto others. 

Instead of coming to you with our joy, 

We credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 

One: How can we long for a deeper relationship with you 

While living like you are nowhere to be found? 

All: Forgive our self-centered ways. 

Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 

One: You are the God who meets us where we are. 

All: Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness 

Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: 

God is here. God sees you. God knows you. God meets you at the edge of every new beginning, 
And God calls you “beloved.” 
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Third Lesson                 Matthew 4:1-11 

When Jesus was baptized by John, the Spirit descended upon him. After his baptism, the very Spirit 
that alighted upon Jesus drove him out into the wilderness to be tested by the Adversary. This same 
Spirit gives Jesus the endurance to know he is not alone, and that God protects and provides for 
him. The Spirit of God meets us at the edge of the waters and in the wilderness of life. 

The Temptation of Jesus 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It 
is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve only him.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

Sermon        Holy Ghost Stories: The Spirit of Edges                   Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response          On Eagle’s Wings          Hymn 438 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~Pam K.: I am asking for everyone to pray for Christ Church during this challenging time. If we work 
and pray together, as a committed church family, we can start rebuilding a beautiful bright future 
for generations to come. 

~Jill U.: Prayers of thanksgiving and traveling mercies as we will be traveling to Asheville to visit my 
good friend and former co-worker, Jeff. It's been 3 1/2 years. 

~Sonia S.: My coworker's father-in-law is currently in surgery and it's going much longer than 
expected. Prayers to her family. 

~Pam K.: Prayers for my friend Joan, who has decisions to make about serious lung surgery. 

~ Lynn S.: For my brother-in-law, Mike. He is in treatment for cancer.  

~ Mary Ann M.: Continued prayers for my friend Kim, who remains hospitalized with multiple medical 
issues. 

Prayer Song            Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 v 1 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Melt me mold me, Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A1-11&version=NRSV
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Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Closing Song   Go, My Children, with My Blessing        Hymn 719 

Sending    

We are washed by the water. 

We are called beloved. 

We are sent by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God for a love like this. 

Postlude            Finale Jubilante      Willan 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

10/12 – Gilbert Gwinn 

10/13 – Andrew Vail 

10/15 – Todd Hansen 

10/16 – Brooke O’Brien 

10/16 – Brian O’Brien 

10/16 – Marilyn Rasch 

10/16 – Helene Rondorf 

 

Thank You 

I have asked for prayers for my brother-in-law who has cancer. The prayers are working. His 
treatments are showing good results. Thanks for all prayers.  ~Lynn Schmeling 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

 

Membership Classes 

October 17th & October 31st following worship 

 

Confirmation Class 

October 24th @ 11am  

Book Club 

Sunday, October 24th, 2021 @ 11:00am in the Fellowship Hall  

Topic: Cutting For Stone by Abraham Verghese 

 

Crochet Class 

Crochet group is up and running again. We meet the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month (October 
9th & 23rd, 10am to 12pm. Anyone interested in joining or learning how is more than welcomed to 
come on down. The time is from 10am until 12pm, with all the coffee you can drink. It doesn't matter 
what your age is, anyone can learn. See Ken Klockow for more information.       ~Ken Klockow 

 

Endowment Meeting 

October 20th @ 7pm @ Dohoney’s 

 

Church Council Meeting 

October 19th @ 7pm 
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If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 

 

 

 

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate

