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August 29, 2021 

On this Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our sermon series, Busted Stuff, with an 
exploration of the story of the Zacchaeus and Jesus. Zacchaeus profits from an economic system that 
takes advantage of people on the bottom to benefit those on the top. He is a wealthy tax collector and 
would not have been welcomed or wanted by most. Jesus invites Zacchaeus to offer him hospitality, 
which busts apart the crowd’s expectations since they believe Zacchaeus is a sinner and unworthy. 
Zacchaeus responds with extravagant generosity, breaking down and busting apart the trappings of 
his vocation and identity. To be sure, much breaks and busts apart in this lesson about Jesus, 
identity, and vocation. 

Prelude     The Peace May Be Exchanged             Locklair 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song             Come Away from Rush and Hurry        Hymn 655 

Litany of Prayer and Praise        Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, adapted 

One: God is in this place today,  

All: For God longs to be in relationship with us.  

One: God is in this church today,  

All: For God loves the sinners and the saints.  

One: God is in this house today.  

All: For God sees all, claims all, and loves all.  

One: God is in our hearts today.  

All: So, let us worship Holy God. 

Opening Prayer 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

Old Testament                Psalm 32 

In this psalm, the psalmist praises God for forgiving their transgressions, shortcomings, and sins. The 
psalmist sings about the joy of forgiveness.  

The Joy of Forgiveness of David. A Maskil. 
1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Happy are those to 
whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 While I kept silence, my 
body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to 
you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you 
forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 6 Therefore let all who are faithful  offer prayer to you; at a time of 
distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 7 You are a hiding place for me; you 
preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah 8 I will instruct you 
and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 9 Do not be like a 
horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+++Psalm+32&version=NRSV
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not stay near you. 10 Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 
trust in the LORD. 11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart. 

Call and Response 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

and a wee little man was he. 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 

For the Lord he wanted to see. And when the Savior passed that way 

He looked up and said,  

“Zacchaeus, You come down! For I'm going to your house today! 

For I'm going to your house today!” 

New Testament                     Luke 19:1-10 

Zacchaeus was a wealthy tax collector whose profession was known for stealing from the poor. Jesus 
declares him to be a virtuous person when he showed generosity to the poor. Jesus reminds us of 
what is fair, according to God, by siding with those who owe and groan under the debts. But more, 
Jesus does not side with those whose ledgers are perfectly pristine – and those who have never 
shown mercy to a debtor. In this story, Zacchaeus’ vocation and identity break apart when Jesus 
names and claims him as worthy of hospitality. 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see 
him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down 
and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

Sermon                 Busted Stuff: The Vocation and Identity of Zacchaeus           Rev. Daniel Stark 

Sermon Response       For the Fruits of All Creation          Hymn 723 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~ Sue D.: Doris P., who is currently in rehab. 

~ Lynn S.: For my brother-in-law, Mike. He is starting treatment for cancer.  

~ Mary Ann M.: Continued prayers for my friend Kim, who remains hospitalized with multiple medical 
issues. 

Prayer Song            Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 v 1 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Melt me mold me, Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1-10&version=NRSV
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to Communion 

Prayer of Confession                                  Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art 

Gracious God,  Zacchaeus valued money over people and power over equality. He was a 
sinner, but so are we. Like Zacchaeus, we are quick to prioritize the wrong things—valuing 
our to-do lists over family time, our own success over a relationship with you, and wealth 
over generosity. We lose sight of what really matters. We lose sight of love. Forgive us for 
our ignorance and impatience. Call us back to the life you long for us to lead. With humility 
and gratitude we pray, Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God is with you  

And also with you.  

Open your hearts.  

We open our hearts to God.  

Let us give thanks to God.  

In joy we give our thanks and praise! 

And so, with your people on Earth and all the company of Heaven, we praise your name in this 
unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna in the highest!         

The Story 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Closing Song       Sent Forth By God’s Blessing         Hymn 712 

Sending 

God is in the holy surprise. 

God is in the busted stuff. 

And God is with us today and every day. 

Amen. Amen. Amen! 

Postlude          Trumpet Tune              Gabrieli 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 
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Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

9/6 - Ella Malecki 

9/8 - Chayse Fritsch 

9/9 - Tiffany Buell 

9/11 - Charlotte Stark 

 

Rally Sunday Pot Luck Lunch, Sunday, September 12th! 

Please join us on Sunday, September 12th, as we gather after worship for a casual Pot Luck Lunch 
in the Fellowship Hall. You may bring a main dish to pass, a salad, a pasta, a vegetable, a snack, a 
dessert (please!), a beverage, or anything you would like. We ask that you bring your food to the 
church kitchen before the church service, if possible, so that our crew of servers can have time to 
gather it all in. Speaking of the crew, would you be so kind as to help set up, serve or clean up? We 
sure would appreciate any help you could offer. See Pam Kothrade (414-321-4853) for details or 
more info.   

 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. Only one week is covered through 
September and October at this time. It’s a mere 1½ hour time commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm 

Tear down 6:00 pm 

Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-
614-2612 

 

BVCC Food Walk Collection 

When you exit the sanctuary there is a rather large and empty plastic jar with a very colorful sticker 
on it inviting you to donate “coins” (let’s use that “coins” description as generic meaning money, 
hopefully paper money) so that we can share the blessings we have with our neighborhood. Please 
consider donating generously and often. We will only have this opportunity through September 12th. 

~Pam and Dean Kothrade    

 

Church Council Meeting 

September 21st, 7pm  In-Person 

 

Share and Care List 

The Social Concerns Committee sends mailings or delivers baskets several times a year to church 
members on the Share and Care List. These are members who have medical issues limiting their 
ability to attend church or are undergoing extended rehab. This allows them to feel connected to 
Christ Church and also know that we are praying for them. If you are aware of a church member 
who should be included on the list please let the Social Concerns Committee know. We would 
appreciate information as to their status and how long they might remain on the list.  

Thanks, 

Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 

 

mailto:jameswick73@gmail.com
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Crochet Class 

We are starting up the crochet group again. We will be meeting the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of every 
month starting in September.  Anyone who is interested in joining or learning how is more than 
welcomed to come on down. The time is from 10am until 12pm, with all the coffee you can drink. It 
doesn't matter what your age is, anyone can learn. I have taught all age groups from 10 through 90. 
If interested please see Ken Klockow.   ~Ken 

 

Quilting Group 

September 14th & 28th 10am to 12pm 

 

 

 

 

 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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