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November 21st, 2021 

On this Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost and “Memorial Sunday”– we continue our sermon 
series, God Be With You. Whenever we say “goodbye” it’s really a shortened version of the phrase 
“God be with you.” From kings to prophets to Jesus himself – many characters in the Bible say 
goodbye. What lessons are learned? What has come to an end? What has begun? As we face into 
Advent at the end of November, this series will be about the power of goodbyes in the Bible. In our 
Gospel lesson today, Jesus’ friend Lazarus dies and Jesus weeps for the loss of his friend. In the 
Gospel Jesus is resurrected and death is defeated. Today we say goodbye to our loved ones whom 
have passed on before us, but we are confident in the good news of the resurrection. 
 
Prelude      Elegy      Thalben-Ball  
 

Words of Welcome 

Would those who have experienced the loss of a friend or family member in this last year, please rise 
or raise your hand? Would those who have experienced a loss in your family in the past 5 years, 
please rise. In the last decade? How about if you’ve ever lost someone you loved, please rise. Look 
around. There’s not one person here who hasn’t been touched by death. By death. But that’s why 
today matters so much. That’s why the Gospel promise matters, the resurrection matters. Because of 
the joy of the good news today—is that we are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses—and that death 
never, ever, has the last word, and never, ever can separate us from the people we love or the love of 
God.  
 

Opening Song     Shall We Gather at the River   Hymn #522  

 

Call and Response 

We remember the great ancestors of our faith, 
from Abraham and Sarah, to Paul and Phoebe: 
Ancestors of the faith, we remember you. 

We remember the prophets and priests, 
the ministers and teachers who have taught us the way of God: 
Teachers of the faith, we remember you. 

We remember our grandparents and parents, aunts and uncles, 
those who have gone before us in our lifetime: 
Family of our faith, we remember you. 

We lift up the memories of children and grandchildren, 
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives and parents 
whose lives ended too soon: 
Those close in our heart, we remember you. 
  
Opening Prayer 

We give thanks, O God, for all who have gone on to join with You beyond this life. 
We trust in the hope of resurrection and the promise of new life in Christ, 

and know that in our grief and celebration, O God, You are with us through it all, and we are not left 
alone. In the name of Christ, in whom love lives forever, we pray. Amen. 
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The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

 

Remembering Our Loved Ones 

Ernestine Faja 
Lorraine Zabler 
Howard Fritsch 
Milton Reese 
Betty Budzien 
Thomas Gaeth 

 
One: We celebrate the lives of those we have named, O God, 
and lift up many more names in our hearts. 
All: Family of God, we remember you, and we know you are here with us.  
Till we meet again. Amen. 
 
Special Music    Songbird    Sarah Hillmert-Gallitz 
 
First Lesson                 Isaiah 43:15-21 
God does a new thing. God makes a wet way through the dry sea of the desert. 
 
15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, 
    the Creator of Israel, your King. 
16 Thus says the LORD, 
    who makes a way in the sea, 
    a path in the mighty waters, 
17 who brings out chariot and horse, 
    army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
    they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18 Do not remember the former things, 
    or consider the things of old. 

19 I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 
20 The wild animals will honor me, 
    the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
    rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
21     the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 

 
 
Second Lesson                  John 11:17-44 
Jesus’ friend Lazarus dies. Jesus mourns his death. Jesus raises him to life. 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles[e] away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said 
to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A15-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11%3A17-44&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26530d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26531e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26538f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26540g
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28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

Third Lesson               Matthew 28:1-10 
In this passage, the women visit Jesus’ tomb. An angel of the Lord appears. The resurrected Christ reveals himself to the 
women. Death has been defeated! 
  
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and 
ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.” 
 

Sermon                                  God Be With You: Jesus Wept                           Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response       Abide With Me     Hymn #521  

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for:  

-Our church during this time of transition and change.  

-The city of Kenosha during this highly emotional and sensitive time. 

-For our community as we grieve loved ones who have passed away. 

-Doris P, as she continues to wrestle with medical and health issues and has move to a care center 

 

Prayer Song    Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   Hymn #489 

Lord listen to Your children praying 
Lord send Your Spirit in this place 
Lord listen to Your children praying 

Send us love send us pow'r send us grace 
Ken Medema, © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, CCLI License # 1905256 

The Lord’s Prayer 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A1-10&version=NRSV
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

We give you thanks, O God, for the gospel promise, when you broke open the doors of life, and tore 
down the walls of death. Yours is the kingdom, not the kingdom of death. Yours is the power, not the 
power of death. Yours is the glory, not the glory of death. Your love be done. We lift this up to you in 
the name of your Son. 
 
Special Music   Come Ye Thankful People Come   Handbell Choir 
 

Sacrament of Communion 

Invitation to Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 

God is with you  
And also with you.  
Open your hearts.  
We open our hearts to God.  
Let us give thanks to God.  
In joy we give our thanks and praise! 

And so, with your people on Earth and all the company of Heaven, we praise your name in this 
unending hymn: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna in the highest!          Hymn #738 
 
The Story 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Closing Song   Christ the Eternal Lord verses. 1, 4, 5    Hymn #335  

Sending          Jeremiah Eames Rankin 

 
Till we meet, till we meet, 

Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
     

Postlude     Trumpet Tune     German 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Happy Birthday to these friends! 
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11/24 Brian Mayeshiba 
 

Confirmation Class 
Join us after worship in the Pine Room outside the fellowship hall. 

 
Hanging of the Greens next Sunday, Nov. 28th, after worship! 

Join in the fun of decorating the church sanctuary, chapel, and hallway for the Christmas season.   
All are welcome! 

 
Pastor Dan’s Farewell Celebration 

Please join us after worship in the fellowship hall on December 12th to say farewell to Pastor Dan 
before he goes to Minnesota for his next calling. You are invited to bring a dish to pass. There will be 
a sign up sheet at the Lenox St entrance. 
 

Interim Pastor update 
On Tuesday, November 2 the Church Council interviewed a candidate for the 

 interim pastoral position.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 

Crochet Class 
November 27th 10:00 AM to 12:00 

 

Quilting 
 November 30th 10:00 AM 

 

       Hat and Mitten Tree  
Humboldt Park School and Parkside School, which are located near Christ Church, are in need of 
hats and mittens for their students.  Please consider knitting, crocheting, or purchasing hats and 
gloves/mittens for these children.  Donations will be collected now until December 12th and can be left 
in the chapel or placed on the mitten tree.       
 The Social Concerns Committee     Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 
 

Bay View Community Center Toy & Gift Program 
We will once again be partnering with the BVCC to provide Christmas gifts for children and seniors in 
the area. The gift tag suggestions should be available the 2nd week of November and gifts will be due 
the 2nd week of December. Specific dates and detailed information will be available when you 
receive your gift tag. Help make the holidays brighter for those in need. 
The Social Concerns Committee  
 

Ladies Christmas Brunch 
On December 5th the Social Concerns Committee will be hosting a brunch for all the ladies of the 
church and their friends following the church service.  Come for an opportunity for fellowship while 
enjoying a meal together.  “Get Ready, Get Set, Go into the World” is the title of the presentation by 
our guest speaker, Helen Ergen.  Helen is a former Christ Church member who recently retired from 
her Kids ministry position at Southbrook Church in Franklin. More details will be forth coming. 
Please let us know if you are attending by November 28th so we can plan appropriately. We are 
looking forward to our time together.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by the Lenox 
Street door. 

- The Social Concerns Committee, 
ENDOWMENT GRANT REQUEST 
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The Endowment Committee has begun taking grant requests for 2021. Outreach programs that 
support the life of Christ Church and the Milwaukee community will be considered and awarded 
monies from the available funds. Forms are available in the racks in the hallway and near the chapel. 
Grants are awarded only one time annually. Consider upcoming projects and services that could 
benefit from these funds. 
 
Deadline is November 30, 2021. 
 
The committee will meet in December to review the grant requests and funds will be distributed 
shortly thereafter. 

 
Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time 
commitment. 
Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 
I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  
   ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-614-261 

 
 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 
 

 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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