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PASTOR’S LETTER

Dear Church Family,
Summer is here! I want to share some of the amazing things that have been taking place at Christ Church with you.
We reconvened for worship on June 6th, and for the most part, things have been going very smoothly. At first, we
required masks to attend, but at this time, masks are encouraged for those who are unvaccinated. I am eternally
grateful for the many volunteers, staff members, and people who have been able to make worship what it is
currently. We continue to pre-record worship services and livestream them for people who cannot be with us in
person. It is my hope that we can all be together soon.
For about a month now, we have hosted the Youth Works organization Mondays through Fridays. We host
anywhere between 30 and 65 middle school-aged students and their adult chaperones from churches across the US.
The kids do mission work and service projects in the city during the day. In the evenings, they return to Christ
Church to eat, worship, commune, and sleep. All of this happens behind the scenes during the week and is
wrapped up before we worship on Sundays. Four wonderful Youth Works staff members (Jelicer, Sydney, Haley,
and Liz) have been living at Christ Church and working with the kids all summer. Say hi if you see them!
Our SOS meal Friday evening meal program in partnership with Tippecanoe Presbyterian Church continues to
draw big numbers of diners. Every Friday evening in front of the church on Lenox Street at 5:30 pm, we serve over
50 meals to people in Bayview and beyond. Volunteers from Christ Church set up a table and host the meal. Other
people from our wider community partnerships drop off bagged lunches and hot meals that have been donated by
local restaurant, Jim Dandy’s. These meals are free, first come first serve, and help feed people in need. We do
need more volunteers for this, so please contact me and I will get you in touch with the proper person.
Our adult education opportunity, Fermenting the Faith, started up again this summer. This season we will explore
the sermon series that we have talked about for the last four weeks. Our summer sermon series is called For The
Bible Tells Me So. This series explores phrases that sound churchy but are not actually found anywhere in the
Bible. Fermenting the Faith is an adult Bible study that takes place in the biergartens in Milwaukee once a month.
People of all backgrounds are welcome to participate or lead. It is namely a social fellowship event with some
theology on tap.
There are many wonderful things happening at Christ Church this year. I hope you can
find meaning in them and can participate in the many offerings that we have as a
church. I pray that you will stay safe and that you can have a meaningful summer in
and out of church. God bless.
With gratitude,
Pastor Dan Stark

IN THIS ISSUE
PASTOR’S LETTER
NOTE FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT
SUMMER NEWS
SUNDAYS & WORSHIP
MUSIC
EVENTS & GROUPS INFO

NOTE FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT
For the past several months, Christ Church has been experiencing a
deficit of both tithes and volunteers to allow our ministry to grow. I
would like everyone to read Matthew 25, verses 14 through 30.
Seriously. It is the parable of the master who gives his servants
“talents” (gifts) and then departs from them. When the master returns he
demands an accounting of the talents he gave. To the servants who used
their talents to multiply talents, he welcomed them into his joy. To the
servants who did nothing with what they were given, he condemned them
to eternal darkness.

YOUTH WORKS

To me, the parable is fascinating in that it, like reality, not every servant
FINANCE UPDATE
is given the same amount of talents (e.g. personal strengths, mental
health, physical abilities). Some are given more and some less. As the
BIRTHDAYS
master doesn’t give the same amount of talents to each servant, in turn he
PRAYERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
doesn’t expect the same return from each servant. He expects a return
commensurate with the amount that each servant was given. It also lets
SUBSCRIPTIONS
us know that the servants are judged on their own performance by the
master and not judged compared to other servants. That is a huge
distinction and a great comfort. If that were not the case, how would I
ever hope to be in the eternal presence of anyone better than I am, much less a perfect being like Christ?
We are all servants of our master, the Lord. We have all been given talents and gifts of varying degrees by our master.
What we do with those gifts will determine whether we will share in our master’s joy or be kept apart from it. At the
final accounting, we are only judged by comparing the talents we return to our master with the talents that were given
to us by Him. We will not be judged by how many of our talents we give compared to how many someone else gives.
The verses in Matthew make it clear that there will be no plea bargains, finger-pointing, or any excuses, because no
one but the servant and master are involved in the giving of talents or judgment regarding their use.
Let’s not get smug and compare ourselves to people who have been given fewer talents than we have been given, so
we think we are okay in God’s sight compared to them. The master will not expect as much from them as He will
from us. Let’s be thinking only about what we are doing with the talents we were given and how we will be judged for
their use/misuse. Christ himself has explained this to us very clearly for our own benefit. How much more do we need
to hear?
Any talent we’re given is a totally free gift we use for our own enjoyment. Even in the sharing of those talents, we
never lose them because they are multiplied, not taken away. We are
only being asked to multiply that gift by service to God through
helping His children, our siblings. What that service to God entails
relies completely upon the talents you received. If you have been
gifted by good physical health, work hard for the betterment of all. If
you have been gifted by mental/emotional stability, use that gift by
doing what you are able through responsible decision making,
voting with your conscience, and always trying to appreciate
someone else’s point of view. These are talents that are multiplied
Can’t Make It? To help you stay
and please our Master. Look at the world around us. Is there any
connected, services will
doubt that it needs us to never be selfish with the talents we are
continue to be available online.
given freely by our Master?
Dean Kothrade
Christ Church UCC Council

Find weekly worship in our
Facebook group. Click HERE.

PASTOR’S MILITARY DUTY IN JULY
Earlier this year, the Department of Defense had strict regulations in place about
reservist travel Due to COVID-19. Therefore, I had to adjust my military training
schedule for 2021. This summer I will be at Grand Forks Air Force Base in North
Dakota from July 6th-July 29th. Because I will be utilizing my vacation time to
cover this time away for my duty requirements, I will be unavailable during this
time. Please contact the office for pastoral services or if you should need to be put
in touch with a pastor. Rev. Tory Topjian from Milwaukee MCC will provide
emergency coverage and several colleagues will lead worship during my absence.
Thank you.
Rev. Dan Stark

SERVANT LEADERSHIP
At this unusual time in the life of our church, we are more aware of the need for our church family’s
participation. Whether it be volunteering to help out with something at church. singing or playing a musical
instrument, making phone calls to church friends and shut-ins, volunteering to feed the homeless, leading our
hymns, praying in our church’s Prayer Chain group, helping to clean the church or simply being faithful about
sending in your church offering. Naturally, you need to be comfortable about the decisions you make at this
time but please know that we need YOU. We need YOU, your faithfulness and your unique talents to rebuild
our church.

CALENDAR EVENTS
In-Person and Online Worship
Coffee Hour
Church Council Meeting
Endowment Meeting
Crochet Group
Peace and Plenty Quilters
Book Club
Bell Choir
Tap Lessons
Voice Lessons

Sundays at 9:30am
Immediately following Sunday Worship
No Meeting In July
July 14th, 7:30pm @ Dohoney’s
Meets 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10am
Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 10am
Postponed
Meets 7/15 & 7/22 @ 1pm
Meets Mondays at 5pm
Meets Thursdays at 6pm

Fermenting the Faith a social gathering
July 14, 6:30 pm - Humboldt Park Beer Garden
Fermenting the Faith will meet again at the Humboldt Park Beer Garden. Our discussion will revolve around Pastor
Dan’s sermon series: For the Bible Tells Me So….things we believe that we have heard about the Bible, but aren’t
actually in it.
Questions --- contact Jim Wick 414-614-2612 or jameswick73@gmail.com

YOUTH WORKS UPDATE

Once again, our church is hosting Youthworks this summer, a group of teenage volunteers from across the
country, providing community service in the Milwaukee area. The teens break up into crews and work with
community partners like Kid’s Camp at Bay View Community Center, Hunger Task Force Farm, Maglio Farm,
One More Ministry, Project Concern, Compost Kids, and Milwaukee Rescue Mission. The crews have adopted
their own Wisconsin flavor by naming their crews after cheeses.
We thank all our church family members who have helped this important ministry and the Youth Works
counselors achieve some really outstanding work in our neighborhood and greater community.

MUSIC UPDATE: HANDBELL CHOIR
We are excited to let you know that we started up our
Handbell Choir again. It is wonderful to be able to
provide music in our sanctuary for our worship
services. Have you ever thought of playing
handbells? It’s easy. Give it a try!

Rehearsals

Contact Pam Kothrade for more information.

Sunday, July 25th

Thursday, July 15th at 1:00
Thursday, July 22 at 1:00
Sunday service

Christ Church UCC
Clean-up Saturdays
August 7, 2021
&
August 21, 2021
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Followed by a cookout at 2:00 pm each workday.
On Saturday, August 7 and August 21, 2021, we will gather to help spruce up our building in preparation
for the upcoming church season, beginning in September.
Projects may include cleaning and waxing the wooden surfaces in the Sanctuary and
Chapel, cleaning and waxing the floors in the lower level, cleaning the church school rooms,
and everybody’s favorite, cleaning the kitchen. This can be a lot of fun if enough people join
in to help. Many hands make chores go faster.
Following our workday we’ll relax and mingle outside (Weather Permitting) and enjoy
great food from the grill along with BEVERAGES.
Please sign up on the sheets posted at the Lenox Street entrance or in the Fellowship Hall.
Questions? Contact Joan & Dick Gaeth at 414-481-4435.
Submitted by Joan & Dick Gaeth

How are we doing Christ Church?
Our world is rebounding from the pandemic. Businesses are reopening with vitality and our church has resumed
in person worship with equal energy. Unfortunately, our stewardship is not rebounding with the same vigor. For
almost the entire year of 2020 Christ Church was supported by tithes and offerings from members whose
connection to the church is more than one of physical attendance or out of any sense of obligation. Those
members donated an average of $2,500.00/week in 2020 through a pandemic. Those donations, while sorely
needed, were far less than the budgeted donations needed to sustain a healthy ministry. Without the aid of 2
Federal Government Payroll Protection Program loans (grants) Christ Church would’ve almost entirely
exhausted its financial reserves.
So far in 2021, our weekly donations have averaged $1,900.00. Not only is the 24% decrease compared to
2020 giving alarming, it’s even worse when we consider the fact that the 2020 giving was already reduced by the
pandemic and its natural consequence: a dramatic worldwide financial slowdown.

The tithe is our opportunity to express our thanks to and glorify our Creator. We have so much to be grateful for
and the world needs so desperately to hear from God through us. Giving tithes is part of our worship. Your
consistent and increased donations
are critically important to Christ
ONLINE GIVING IS STILL AVAILABLE
Church at this time. For members
It’s as easy as clicking the donate button here!
who find it hard to attend, regularly
scheduled electronic donations would
allow you to worship and support our
ministry. Please consider this
information when you donate to
Or, go to the church website and click on the donate button
Christ Church.
at www.uccmke.org/donate.
Dean Kothrade
Christ Church Council

Feel free to contact Pastor Dan at pastor@uccmke.org or
Paula at office@uccmke.org for assistance.
Thank You!

Divine Intervention
SHARE OUR SUPPERS
Friday nights in June have been busy for Share Our
Suppers. We have hosted an average of 25 guests each
week with all 45 hot meals distributed, as well as, an
average of 50 bagged lunches. We are grateful to the
families, churches, and organizations who prepare 80
bagged lunches and bring them to Christ Church at 5:00
PM each Friday. Larry Under the Bridge takes 15 lunches,
Share Our Suppers hands out lunches to the guests, and the
remaining bagged lunches are taken to Hope House for their use.
Thank you to Pam and Dean Kothrade, Mary Ann and Dean Mowery, Sara Rogers and Glen ____, Andy and Julie
Oren for hosting on Friday nights.
Additional volunteers for hosting 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM on Friday nights are welcome. Contact Jim or Randene
Wick 414-614-2622 or Pastor Dan if you want to participate.

PRAYERS
For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3
We pray for:
~Dan V, who is begins chemotherapy for malignant melanoma on July 7 th.
~Jennifer G, who had a near fatal car accident and is overcoming a concussion and
(thankfully) minor injuries.
~Joan B, who is coping with spinal stenosis.
~Joyce N, continued prayers after she lost her house in a fire.
~Laurel D, who continues to recover from surgery on her broken wrist.
~Betty B, who continues to feel better every day.
~Ken and Susie K. as Ken recovers from recent surgery. Prayers for healing.
~Kim and her husband, Jim, who are friends of Mary Ann M. Kim is once again hospitalized
with multiple medical issues.
~Karl, son-in-law of Ken & Sue K., as he continues being treated for liver and colorectal
cancer.
~Ian B, as he begins radiation in Chicago in July, that treatment is as effective as possible,
and for Molly as she holds down the fort with the three girls during those three weeks.
~Rick, Uncle of Laura P who recently had a “routine” heart procedure that did not go well
and is now in critical condition. Prayers for the whole family.
~Judy, niece of Ken K as she is on chemo for breast cancer.
~Kathy, Ken’s sister who was moved to hospice at a nursing home and has a serious
chronic infection and vascular dementia.
~Susie K’s Aunt Evelyn and Aunt Eleanore who are in hospice.
~Dan, friend of Molly as he and his young family navigate his illness.
~Joe and Laurie, son in law and daughter of Jackie S as they navigate Joe’s medical issues.
~Dawn & Brad D, daughter in-law and son of Laurel as she manages diabetes and dialysis 4
times per week for her kidneys and Brad as he heals from a broken arm that required
several surgeries.
~Tracy, daughter of Nancy K, who is at home with Nancy awaiting a liver transplant.
~Continued prayers for Julene F’s nephew, who is struggling with mental health issues.
Community Prayer Box
~ “I am nervous. There’s no need to be nervous with God’s love.”
~ “ We are still waiting to adopt – starting to lose hope. I can feel the bitterness towards what
I perceive as the Lord’s inaction creeping in. Please pray for us and any expectant
mothers we may meet along the way. ~ Ashlee”

SIGN UP: WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
If you’re interested in receiving the Christ Church Weekly, please contact Paula, the Church Administrator
(office@uccmke.org) to be added to the list (414-481-3530).

JULY SERVANT LEADERS

Ushers

DI-SOS Representatives

July 4: Fred Passow

July 2: Randene & Jim Wick

July 11: Mary Ann Mowery

July 9: Mary Ann Mowery

Please see Joe Rogge or Rich Tremarello
to sign up.

Liturgists

Song Leaders

July 4: Andy Oren

July 4: Greg Mitchell

July 11: Jill Unglaub

July 11: Nancy Charles

July 18: Randene Wick

July 18: Nancy & Brad Charles

July 25: Jim Wick

July 25: Greg Mitchell

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL THESE
WONDERFUL FOLKS!
JULY 22
Renolle Volz
JULY 2
Lori Pisarek
Gary Wegner

JULY 11
Patrick Koszuta
Debbie Zasada

JULY 18
Gerald Goebel
Mick Mantie

JULY 3
Lynn Slattery
JULY 4
Allison Thomae

JULY 13
Diane Bingheim
Allison Saltzwadel
Jessica Saltzwadel
Aidan Vail

JULY 19
Susan Belongia
Karen Engstrom
Robert Polachowski

JULY 5
Rachelle Volz

JULY 15
Jessica Lang

JULY 20
Mara Saynes
Amber Urbaniak

JULY 6
William Scheske

JULY 17
Tom Miksic

JULY 21
Bonnie Schulz

JULY 23
Geri Luther
JULY 25
Austin Ast
JULY 27
Carol Borchardt
JULY 29
Jacob Siggelkow
JULY 30
Kimberly Santos
Amelia Seguin
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City, State, ZIP:___________________________
(Please submit this information to the church office)

___Send me The Chronicles Newsletter via email
Name: ___________________________________
Email Address:
_________________________________________
(Please submit this information to the church office)

GET CONNECTED

If you want to know more about the happenings at Christ Church, visit our website at www.uccmke.org
Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/christchurchbayview/ and get links to important events
and weekly sermons!

