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September 19th, 2021 

On this seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our sermon series, Busted Stuff, with an 
exploration of the story of Moses and Pharaoh. We hear Moses cry out “Let my people go!” and we 
listen to Jesus call more disciples. Pharaoh’s “no” breaks down into a “yes” because God longs for 
justice. What happens when we say no, and God desires a yes? How do we press onward when we 
receive repeated nos? What do we do when broken systems—created by human sin—stand in the 
way of God’s plans for liberation and justice? 

Prelude      Prelude on SLANE            Ashdown                     

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song       I Come with Joy          Hymn 706 

Call And Response          A Sanctified Art, adapted 

One: Listen. I have a story to tell—  

All: A story of a God who longed for justice.  

A story of a God who pushed back the waters to make dry land.  

A story of a God who would not take “no” for an answer when it came to the safety of God’s 
own.  

One: For God’s people were suffering. God’s people were crying out. God’s people were shackled 
and bound by oppression. So, God said to Moses, “Speak.”  “Let my people Go.” Moses stood up 
for justice, but Pharaoh said no.  

All: Moses kept trying.  

God kept speaking.  

Moses kept listening.  

Hope kept breathing.  

One: And when power tried to break apart justice,  

All: The people kept dreaming.  

God longed for justice.  

God still longs for justice.  

So let us worship God— 

One: For human injustice will never be strong enough to bust apart God’s dream that all might be 
free, and all might know love.  

All: Let us worship holy God. 

Opening Prayer                      

Gracious God, you have asked us to be like Moses—standing up for your people, standing up for 
justice. But we can often be like Pharaoh—holding onto power and privilege.  

You ask us to be like Aaron—who stood by his brother to break down systems of oppression.  

But too often we align with Pharaoh—saying “no” to change and breaking apart your vision for 
justice and peace. Help us to be like Moses and love us when we’re like Pharaoh. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 
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Old Testament                 Exodus 5:1-2; 7:8-23 

Moses and Aaron come before Pharoah. Moses pleads with him to let his people – the Hebrews – 
leave Egypt. Pharoah has another plan – to keep the Hebrews as slaves in Egypt. Despite warnings 
of plagues and repercussions, Pharaoh hardens his heart in response to Moses’ message from God. 

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 
‘Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 2 But Pharaoh 
said, “Who is the LORD, that I should heed him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and I will 
not let Israel go.” 

Aaron’s Miraculous Rod 

8 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a wonder,’ then you 
shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, and it will become a snake.’” 
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as the LORD had commanded; Aaron threw down 
his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the 
wise men and the sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same by their secret 
arts. 12 Each one threw down his staff, and they became snakes; but Aaron’s staff swallowed up 
theirs. 13 Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go 
to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; stand by at the river bank to meet him, 
and take in your hand the staff that was turned into a snake. 16 Say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of 
the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, “Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the 
wilderness.” But until now you have not listened. 17 Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that 
I am the LORD.” See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it 
shall be turned to blood. 18 The fish in the river shall die, the river itself shall stink, and the Egyptians 
shall be unable to drink water from the Nile.’” 19 The LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your 
staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, 
and all its pools of water—so that they may become blood; and there shall be blood throughout the 
whole land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’” 

20 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials he 
lifted up the staff and struck the water in the river, and all the water in the river was turned into 
blood, 21 and the fish in the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its water, 
and there was blood throughout the whole land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same 
by their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the 
LORD had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. 

Contemporary Reading   Here I Am, Send Me      Katherine Hawker 

One: A child once dreamed the Voice was calling his name. . .’Samuel’; 

Fishermen once heard the Voice when a young man bid them follow; 

And still the Voice beckons today. . .can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 

One: Moses protested vehemently as the Voice spoke at the burning bush; 

Mary stood amazed as the Voice proclaimed impending birth; 

And still the Voice beckons today. . .can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+5%3A1-2%3B+7%3A8-23&version=NRSV
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One: Rosa Parks followed the Voice to the front of the bus; 

Martin Luther King, Jr. heard the Voice as the bullet shattered; 

And still the Voice beckons today. . .can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 

One: The Voice beckons from humble places. . . 

in the tears of hungry children, 

in the cries of the frail and frightened elderly, 

in the pleas of those whose dreams have been too long deferred; 

and still the Voice beckons today. . .can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 

One: A timid believer pauses to listen to the Voice; 

A struggling church hears the Voice and turns; 

and still the Voice beckons today. . .can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me.          

Gospel Lesson                                                          Matthew 4:12-23 

John the Baptizer is arrested. Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee and calls several pairs of 
fishermen to leave everything behind to follow him as his disciples. 

Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth 
and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that 
what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
    light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he 
went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 

Jesus Ministers to Crowds of People 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

Affirmation of Faith                                           Abigail Reichard 

All: I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events around us. 

I refuse to believe we are bound by racism, war, and injustice. 

I believe those around me are my brother and my sister. 

I believe in dignity every day and that our brokenness can be healed. 

I believe we can overcome oppression and violence, without resorting to it. 

This means I seek to reject revenge and retaliation. 

I remember, “Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A12-23&version=NRSV
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Sermon                     Busted Stuff: Moses and the King of Egypt          Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Song                 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love         Hymn 273 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~ Nancy C.: For my nephew, Nick, who died from an overdose at 34 years old. Please add our 
family to the prayer list, especially Nick’s mother Sue, stepfather Jerry, and siblings Ben and Kayla.  

~ Lynn S.: For my brother-in-law, Mike. He is in treatment for cancer.  

~ Mary Ann M.: Continued prayers for my friend Kim, who remains hospitalized with multiple medical 
issues. 

~Noelle and Jon S.: for our grandson Zachary. He is a student at the University of New Orleans. He 
and his friends have evacuated. Praying they have a home to come back to. Praying for all in the 
path of Ida. 

Prayer Song            Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 v 1 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Melt me mold me, Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation to Communion 

Prayer of Confession 

One: God, you have asked us to be like Moses— 

Standing up for your people, standing up for justice. 

All: But too often we are like Pharaoh— 

Holding onto power, or holding onto privilege.  

One: God, you ask us to be like Aaron— 

Who stood by his brother to unravel systems of oppression.  

All: But too often we align with Pharaoh— 

Saying “no” to change and unraveling your vision for justice and peace. 
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One: Forgive us for all the ways we stand on the wrong side of history.  

All: Forgive us for the harm we do to your planet, and for the harm we do to your children.  

One: Help us to be like Moses.  

All: Forgive us when we’re like Pharaoh. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God is with you  

And also with you.  

Open your hearts.  

We open our hearts to God.  

Let us give thanks to God.  

In joy we give our thanks and praise! 

And so, with your people on Earth and all the company of Heaven, we praise your name in this 
unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna in the highest!         

The Story 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Closing Song    Lord of All Hopefulness         Hymn 469 

Sending            

God is in the holy surprise. 

God is in the busted stuff. 

And God is with us today and every day. 

Amen. Amen. Amen! 

Postlude            Trumpet Tune               Purcell 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

9/19 – Jill Unglaub 

9/20 – Patricia Popp 

9/21 – Brad Boyle 

9/21 – Melissa Wells-Nyklewicz 

9/22 – Robert Fine 

9/22 – Elias Franco 

9/23 – Jean Flynn 

9/23 – Madeline Norton  
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Confirmation Listening Session 

If you have a Confirmation-aged student (generally, junior high to early high school) please join 
Pastor Stark for a Confirmation listening session today after worship. Grab a coffee and snack 
and gather in the parlor at 11:00am. 

 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time 
commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm 

Tear down 6:00 pm 

Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-
614-2612 

 

Church Council Meeting 

Tuesday, September 21st, 7pm  In-Person 

 

Share and Care List 

The Social Concerns Committee sends mailings or delivers baskets several times a year to church 
members on the Share and Care List. These are members who have medical issues limiting their 
ability to attend church or are undergoing extended rehab. This allows them to feel connected to 
Christ Church and also know that we are praying for them. If you are aware of a church member 
who should be included on the list please let the Social Concerns Committee know. We would 
appreciate information as to their status and how long they might remain on the list.  

Thanks, 

Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 

 

Crochet Class 

We are starting up the crochet group again. We are again meeting the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
every month. Anyone who is interested in joining or learning how is more than welcomed to come on 
down. The time is from 10am until 12pm, with all the coffee you can drink. It doesn't matter what 
your age is, anyone can learn. I have taught all age groups from 10 through 90. If interested, please 
see Ken Klockow.   ~Ken 

 

Quilting Group 

September 28th  10am to 12pm 

 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

September 23rd  10am to 12pm 

 

 

 

mailto:jameswick73@gmail.com
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If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 

 

 

 

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate

