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June 20th, 2021 

On this fourth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our summer series about things that people often 
think are in the Bible – but aren’t. For the Bible Tells Me So will explore sayings and turns of phrase 
that are ascribed to Bible verses in order that we might be much more biblically grounded in our 
everyday lives. In today’s lesson, we consider the idea “Where God closes a door, God opens a 
window.” Does God really say this? Not exactly! However, there are still some powerful sentiments 
we can glean from this saying for our everyday lives.  

Prelude                Meditation                          Roy Danielsen 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                Surely the Presence       Hymn 131 2x              

Opening Litany          

One: This is the day, 

All: This is the day, 

One: That the Lord has made, 

All: That the Lord has made, 

One: Let us rejoice, 

All: Let us rejoice, 

One: And be glad in it! 

All: And be glad in it! 

Opening Prayer                re:Worship Blog, Genesis 45

Loving God,  

Like Joseph, we don’t always understand why things happen the way they do; 

why our plans and dreams fail, 

and we find ourselves facing challenge after challenge, 

and disappointment after disappointment. 

Yet, like Joseph, we also believe that You are at work in our lives, 

and that You have a larger plan and purpose for each one of us. 

Give us faith to trust in You no matter what challenges we face. 

Give us courage to place our dreams and ambitions in Your hands, 

and then follow where You lead without hesitation, 

confident that Your loving presence goes with us. 

Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 
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First Lesson                                                                        Genesis 50:15-20 

After Jacob dies, his sons fret over their treatment of Jacob’s beloved son, Joseph. They beg 
Joseph for forgiveness. Joseph tells them not to be afraid, because even though they intended evil – 
God intended it for good.   

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But 
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do 
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 

Reader’s Theatre (Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22) 

All:  Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his greatness! 

        Let the whole world know what he has done. 

        Sing praise to him! 

        Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds. 

        Praise God’s holy name! 

        Let all who seek the Lord rejoice. 

One: Search for the LORD and for his strength; 

         look for signs of His presence at all times. 

Two: Remember the wonderful things he has done— 

        all his marvelous work, and the justice he has demonstrated, 

        all you children of Abraham, his servant, 

        and the children of Jacob, his chosen people. 

One: God called for a famine on the land of Canaan, 
        cutting off its food supply. 

        But he sent a man to Egypt ahead of them— 
        Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

Two: They put an iron collar around his neck, 

        and chains on his ankles. 

        He was tested by God’s command, 

        but, in time, God’s promise was fulfilled. 

One: The Pharaoh sent for Joseph and set him free; 
         the ruler of the nation himself opened the prison door. 

Two: Joseph was put in charge of the King’s entire household. 
        He became ruler over everything the King owned. 
        He could instruct the King’s aides as he pleased 
        and train the King’s advisers. 

All:  Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his greatness! 

        Let the whole world know what he has done. 

        Sing praise to him! 

        Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds. 

        Praise God’s holy name! 

        Let all who seek the Lord rejoice. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A15-20&version=NRSV
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New Testament                   Luke 23:32-34 

As Jesus was led to his death, he was joined by two criminals. When Jesus was hung upon the 
cross, he cried out for the forgiveness of those who were instructed to put him to death. 

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 When they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus] there with the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

Sermon        Where God Closes a Door, Somewhere God Opens a Window?   Rev. Daniel Stark 

Sermon Response       I Then Shall Live               Hymn 372 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~Don A, as he suffered a stroke last week and is in the hospital. 
~Wally and Jill U, as they part with their cat, Gracie. 
~Dan V, who is continuing to recover after surgery for malignant melanoma. 
~Joan B, who is coping with spinal stenosis. 
~Joyce N, continued prayer after she lost her house in a fire.  
~Laurel D, who continues to recover from surgery on her broken wrist.  
~Betty B, who continues healing at home and is receiving minimal daily care. Additionally, prayers 

for Betty as her macular degeneration is progressing. 
~Ken and Susie K. as Ken recovers from recent surgery. Prayers for healing. 
~Dean M. as he continues to recover from surgery for a ruptured Achilles tendon. This is a 

challenging time for him as he will be inactive for several more weeks. 
~Kim and her husband, friends of Mary Ann M., as she continues with multiple health issues but is 

now home from the hospital. 
~Karl, son-in-law of Ken & Sue K., as he continues being treated for liver and colorectal cancer. 
~Ian, as he begins treatment.    
~Rick, Uncle of Laura P who recently had a “routine” heart procedure that did not go well and is now 

in critical condition. Prayers for the whole family.  
~Judy, niece of Ken K as she is on chemo for breast cancer.  
~Kathy, Ken’s sister who was moved to hospice at a nursing home and has a serious chronic 

infection and vascular dementia. 
~Susie K’s Aunt Evelyn and Aunt Eleanore who are in hospice. 
~Dan, friend of Molly as he and his young family navigate his illness.  
~Joe and Laurie, son in law and daughter of Jackie S as they navigate Joe’s medical issues. 
~Dawn & Brad D, daughter in-law and son of Laurel as she manages diabetes and dialysis 4 times 

per week for her kidneys and Brad as he heals from a broken arm that required several 
surgeries.  

~Tracy, daughter of Nancy K, who is at home with Nancy awaiting a liver transplant.   
~Continued prayers for Julene F’s nephew, who is struggling with mental health issues.     

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A32-34&version=NRSV
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Prayer Song                  Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 

Spirit of the Living God 

Fall fresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God 

Fall fresh on me 

Melt me mold me 

Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God 

Fall fresh on me 

Call to Offering                  

Doxology                                      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Closing Song                Rain Down              Hymn 444 

Sending 

One: Jesus loves me yes I know,  

All: for the Bible tells me so. 

One: Little ones to him belong,  

All: they are weak but he is strong,  

One: Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me,  

All: yes, Jesus loves me… 

One: …the Bible definitely tells us so! Amen! 

Postlude                                      Promised Land                             arr. Joseph M Martin 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 
Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways 

 

 

 

 

Joys and Thanks 

A joy to share....Paul and Lauren Wick have a new addition to their family.  Baby boy, Rylan, was 
born on May 31st, weighing 7lbs, 10 oz and 21 inches long.  His brothers Corrigan, 4, and Killian, 
almost 2, are excited to have a baby brother in the family. 
 
Thank you to all who prayed for Jack who had his bone marrow transplant June 1. All is going well 
..  prayers of thanksgiving!!!! ~ Joan & Dick Gaeth 

 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

6/22 – Katelyn O’Brien 
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If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

Christ Church UCC, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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