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May 30th, 2021 

On this Trinity Sunday, we are invited into the holy mystery of the Triune God: the One who created 
the heavens and earth, the One who lived and died and lives again as Jesus Christ, and the Spirit 
who upends our world. This God is the one whose Spirit is present at the dawn of creation and in our 
very breath. The Word that was at once in the beginning with God and made flesh to dwell among us. 
This God is beyond our understanding. This God speaks to us even though we are small and lack 
understanding; and the same God who called Isaiah, though Isaiah thought he was unworthy. Today, 
as we explore the holy mystery of the Trinity and God’s call on each of us, we are invited to consider 
Jean Valjean’s solo, “Who Am I?” from Les Misérables.  

Prelude              Amazing Grace               Stamm 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                         Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness          Hymn 93 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 
Praise the One who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing every dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.   

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word.  
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand. 
From this well comes living water quenching thirst in every land. 

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ who suffered in our place.  
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.  
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one. 

Call to Worship               Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, Rev-O-Lution 

One: We worship God, shaper of creation, 
All: Who was and who is and who is to come, the Almighty. 

One: We follow Jesus, Love incarnate, 
All: Who was and who is and who is to come, the Almighty. 

One: We trust in the Spirit, breathing life into us, 
All: Who was and who is and who is to come, the Almighty. 

One: We believe in God our Creator, Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
All: Almighty God, in whom we have eternal love and life. 

Opening Prayer             Worship Ways, adapted

One: O God of Mystery, Within your very self you model the beloved community. You are the Wisdom 
within our hearts, The Word who dwells among us, The Spirit who calls us beyond ourselves. Let us 
know your presence here today. Help us to feel worthy enough to be called to serve in a new way. 
Lead us to go forth rejoicing with the Prophet Isaiah, saying: “Here am I. Send me.”  

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen.  
World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen World without 

end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 
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Old Testament                                         Isaiah 6:1-8 

The book of Isaiah is the longest and arguably the most important of the prophetic books. In this 
selection, Isaiah experienced a vision of God’s realm in the year King Uzziah died. Isaiah did not 
believe he was worthy enough to receive this vision and stated he was a person of unclean lips. 
How could he, Isaiah, stand in God’s presence and speak? A seraph, an attendant of God, touched 
his lips and purified him. God asks Isaiah, “Whom shall I send?” and Isaiah, full of a new boldness 
spoke up: “Here I am, send me.” 

A Vision of God in the Temple 
6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 
they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one 
called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 
smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 
of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphs flew 
to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The 
seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Contemporary Reading         Spring Song            Lucille Clifton  

the green of Jesus  
is breaking the ground  
and the sweet  
smell of delicious Jesus  
is opening the house and  
the dance of Jesus music  
has hold of the air and  
the world is turning  
in the body of Jesus and  
the future is possible 

New Testament             John 3:1-17   

In John’s Gospel, Nicodemus is a Pharisee who visits Jesus by night under the cover of darkness. 
Nicodemus knew Jesus was sent by God but did not know what Jesus meant when he told him he 
needed to be “born again” from above. Nicodemus takes Jesus’ comments literally, so Jesus 
explains what it means to be born of the Spirit by way of talking about Moses and the serpent pole 
from the book of Numbers. By turning to the way of God, being born into a new way of life, we are 
saved by God. For God so loved the world that God sent God’s only Beloved One to save it.  

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] by night 
and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s 
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-8&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26113a
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“How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

Sermon        Jesus at the Theatre: Who Am I?             Rev. Daniel Stark 

Response Song            A Place at the Table        Hymn 617 v 1,3,5 

For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, 

[Refrain] and God will delight 
when we are creators of justice and joy,  
compassion and peace:  
yes, God will delight  
when we are creators of justice,  
justice and joy! 

For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young and for old, the right to belong,  

[Refrain] 

For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be,  
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free, 

[Refrain] 

Prayers of the People  

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~Barb W, “for safe travels to and from my daughter’s home in Lexington, Kentucky this weekend. 
Five of us are driving down from Wisconsin. It will be the first time my family (all nine of us, plus 
my grand-dog) will be together since 2019! I’m especially excited to see my two grandsons.” 

~Brian M, who has pneumonia. 
~Dan V, who has surgery for malignant melanoma this week. 
~Joan B, who is coping with spinal stenosis. 
~Joyce N, who lost her house in a fire. She is okay and currently staying with her cousin.  
~Laurel D, who continues to recover from surgery on her broken wrist.  
~ Mark P – Thanks for all the prayers, they do work. [Hip] Surgery went "great" and all looks good. 

Please pray for his continued recovery. 
~Betty B, who continues healing at home and is receiving minimal daily care. Additionally, prayers 

for Betty as her macular degeneration is progressing. 
~Ken and Susie K. as Ken recovers from recent surgery. Prayers for healing. 
~Dean M. as he continues to recover from surgery for a ruptured Achilles tendon. This is a 

challenging time for him as he will be inactive for several more weeks. 
~Andrew, cousin of Pastor Dan, as he is hospitalized for a recent heart attack.  
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~Prayers of thanksgiving for Jack and his family. Jack now has a date of June 1st for bone marrow 
transplant. Continued prayers for healing and strength for their entire family as two of their 
children help with their autistic brother while their father continues through the treatments for 
leukemia.  ~Dick and Joan G 

~Kim and her husband, friends of Mary Ann M., who has multiple medical issues and is hospitalized 
again. 

~Carl, son-in-law of Ken & Sue K., as he continues being treated for liver and colorectal cancer. 
~Nick, nephew of Nancy & Brad who has been using heroin again for about 7 months.   
~Ian, that continued chemo and upcoming radiation will continue to work as hoped and side effects 

can remain minimal.   
~Rick, Uncle of Laura P who recently had a “routine” heart procedure that did not go well and is now 

in critical condition. Prayers for the whole family.  
~Judy, niece of Ken K as she is on chemo for breast cancer.  
~Kathy, Ken’s sister who was moved to hospice at a nursing home and has a serious chronic 

infection and vascular dementia. 
~Susie K’s Aunt Evelyn, who is in hospice and Aunt Eleanore who had a stroke and is in home 

hospice, also for her daughters and granddaughters who are taking care of her. 
~Dan, friend of Molly as he and his young family navigate his illness.  
~Joe and Laurie, son in law and daughter of Jackie S as they navigate Joe’s medical issues. 
~Dawn & Brad D, daughter in-law and son of Laurel as she manages diabetes and dialysis 4 times 

per week for her kidneys and Brad as he heals from a broken arm that required several 
surgeries.  

~Tracy, daughter of Nancy K, who is at home with Nancy awaiting a liver transplant.   
~Continued prayers for Julene F’s nephew, who is struggling with mental health issues. 
~Bernee, friend of Nancy K who has end-stage lung cancer and is in a nursing home in hospice. 

Community - From our outdoor prayer box. 

~”I have my home back!” 
~ “Financial Worries to Cease, Thank You”    

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Prayer Song                   Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying        Hymn 489 

Lord, listen to you children praying, Lord, send your spirit in this place;  
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

Call to Offering                               Worship Ways, adapted  

Our God is the giver of life. Christ is the gift sent to share in our lives. The Holy Spirit is the power 
that ennobles our lives with generosity, justice, and joy. At this time, let us open our hearts and lives 
to God and one another.  Please give as you are able at the link to follow: www.uccmke.org/donate 

Doxology                                      

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

A-men. 

 
 

http://www.uccmke.org/donate
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Prayer of Dedication 
One: Gracious God, although you may be far beyond what we can imagine, you know us. Who are 
we? You have chosen to be a part of our lives. Like Isaiah, we all have an important role to play in 
co-creating your world. Thank you for inviting us to be a part of it. Here we are, God, send us! 
Amen. 

Closing Song       We Walk By Faith    

We walk by faith, and not by sight; no gracious words we hear 
from one who spoke as none e’er spoke, but we believe him near. 

We may not touch his hands and side, nor follow where he trod, 
yet in his promise we rejoice, and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, and may our faith abound 
to call on you when you are near, and seek where you are found: 

that when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light 
we may behold you as you are in full and endless sight. 

Sending 

May the peace that surpasses all understanding be with you this week and all weeks to come. 
Go in the creative and lifegiving love of the Father. The justice-minded way of the Son. And with the 
fiery passion of the Spirit. 

Postlude          Trumpet Tune in C Major             Gabrieli 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 
Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways 

                  
 

__ 
 
 
 
Thank Yous 

Thank you everyone for your thoughts and prayers. My tumor has not grown in 6 months. My next 
MRI isn't for another 12 months. I am so incredibly grateful. Thank you, Christ Church and thanks be 
to God!  ~Pam Kothrade 
 
Dear Christ Church Family, 
Mike and I would like to say how humbled and grateful we are to have received your generous 
outpouring of gifts, cards, messages of appreciation and good wishes for our retirement. We were 
blessed to have been part of the Christ Church community for the spiritual guidance, opportunities, 
growth, and friendships it provided to us during our 35 years of membership. While we begin 
another part of our journey of life we will take many fond memories with us and keep them close to 
our hearts. 
With love and appreciation, Mike and Debbie Behling 

 
Announcements 

Next week, June 6th, we will be in-person for worship Sunday. There will be coffee hour with a small 
brunch to follow. We hope to see you all here!.  
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Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

5/30 - Jacob Heino 
5/30 - Kirstyn Heino 
6/1 - Adan Franco 
6/2 - Samantha Blackwood 
6/2 -Jade Tremarello 
6/2 - Danette Volz 
6/4 – Gerald Freitag 
6/4 - Bruce Krogstad 
6/5 - Jean Goedel 
6/5 - Susan Pfeifer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 
Christ Church UCC, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207. 

We are currently worshiping online-only until June 6th. 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 
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