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August 15th, 2021 

On this twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, we continue our sermon series about brokenness. We find 
ourselves teeter-tottering between a world ready to reopen and one ready to close again. This series, 
Busted Stuff, is about the brokenness, grief, burnout, and struggle of characters in the Bible – and 
how God can use this for something new or unexpected. Today we hear the story of Peter sinking 
into the water when he tries to walk to Jesus. His lack of confidence and “little faith” breaks into 
worshipful praise. This life is filled with busted stuff, but it isn’t forever broken. 

Prelude                    Shall We Gather at the River                arr. Ben Logan 

Words of Welcome 

Opening Song    Morning Has Broken            Hymn 35 

Litany of Prayer and Praise                   Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, adapted 

One: God, You are a God of invitation. 

All: You invited Abraham to follow You.  

One: You invited the disciples to drop their nets.  

All: You invited the children to draw near. 

One: You invited Peter to walk on water.  

All: You invited the tax collector to dinner. 

One: You invited the Samaritan woman into eternal life.  

All: Just the same, You invite us to live lives of faith.  

One: Give us the strength to say yes.  

All: Let us worship a good and holy God. 

Opening Prayer    

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

First Lesson               Psalm 121 

Psalm 121 is a “psalm of ascent”, which would have been read as pilgrims journeyed to the temple 
and ascended its steps. The psalmist begins by asking a rhetorical question about where their help 
comes from, and then affirms God as their helper. The same Lord who keeps watch over Israel 
protects the psalmist. 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? 2 My help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 3 He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 4 
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade 
at your right hand. 6 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 7 The Lord will keep 
you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8 The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from 
this time on and forevermore. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+121&version=NRSV
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New Testament             Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus and the disciples go for a boat ride and are caught in a storm. The disciples witness Jesus 
walking on the water and they are afraid. Peter sinks when he attempts to walk to Jesus. His 
confidence busts apart in the wind and the waves.  

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by 
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, 
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Litany of Reassurance     

When the wind is strong and the waves are 
high, remember the words of Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid. 

When our dreams come to nothing, and we 
wonder what lies ahead, remember the words 
of Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid. 

When those we love disappoint us, or hurt us 
deeply, remember the words of Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid. 

 

When we begin to question God’s call, or 
doubt God’s love, remember the words of 
Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid. 

When we’ve lost all hope, and don’t know 
where to turn, remember the words of Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid. 

When our faith is stretched to the breaking 
point, remember the words of Jesus: 

Take heart, it is I. Do not be afraid, for I 
have redeemed you. I have called you by 
name; you are Mine. 

 

Sermon     Busted Stuff: The Faith of Peter       Rev. Daniel Stark 

Response Hymn    When Our Confidence Is Shaken         Hymn 413 

Prayers of the People  

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

~ Lynn S.: For my brother-in-law, Mike, he is just starting treatment for cancer.  

~Jennifer D. G.: Our daughter Alyssa who just had gallbladder surgery, prayers the surgery and 
recovery goes smooth. 

~ For Dan V., who had a heart attack.  

~ Mary Ann M.: Continued prayers for my friend Kim, who remains hospitalized with multiple medical 
issues. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSV
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Prayers (con’t) 

~ Pam K.: Prayers needed for our neighbor, Mike, who is having surgery to removed a large 
cancerous cyst. 

~ Loretta S.: Prayers that I've made the right decision on a health issue. 

Community Prayer Box:  

~ “Please I have been homeless for so long.” 

Prayer Song             Spirit of the Living God             Hymn 492 v 1 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

Melt me mold me, Fill me use me 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.        

Call to Offering      

Doxology   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Invitation to Communion 

Prayer of Confession 

God of the wind and the sea, You invite us to be brave, but we are more familiar with fear. 
You invite us to trust You, but we’d rather trust wind and gravity. You invite us to believe in 
ourselves, but we have never been good at that. You invite us to move—to change and take 
a risk—But we stay planted where we are, afraid of the ways growth might hurt. Forgive us 
for our self-doubt and fear. We believe, despite our unbelief. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

God is with you  

And also with you.  

Open your hearts.  

We open our hearts to God.  

Let us give thanks to God.  

In joy we give our thanks and praise! 

And so, with Your people on Earth and all the company of Heaven, we praise Your name in this 
unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are filled with Your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in 
the highest, Hosanna in the highest!         
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The Story 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Closing Song            Spirit Song              Hymn 352 

Sending           Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, adapted 

For God is in the holy surprise. 

God is in the busted stuff. 

And God is with us today and every day. 

Amen. Amen. Amen! 

Postlude          Holy, Holy, Holy                 arr. Fred Bock 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by A Sanctified Art LLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday to these wonderful people! 

8/11 – Jade Ertel 
8/14 – Clancey Fritsch 

 
 

 
 
 

If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 
 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 

 

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate
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Announcements 
 

Annual Clean-up Day  

Please sign up at the Lenox St or Fellowship Hall bulletin board to help on Work Day. August 21st, 
we meet here at church at 10am to do our annual cleaning day as a congregation. We will follow 
up with a celebratory cook out at 2pm.  

 
Arts and Science Literacy Camp (ASLC) 

ASLC extends learning opportunities for children from disadvantaged backgrounds and a range of 
learning abilities.   

We are supporting their efforts by providing snacks for the 60 campers for the week of 
August 23.   

Following is a list of items or cash we will be collecting from now till August 18th. All donations will 
be appreciated and no gift is too small. 

ASLC  needs for  week of August 23 
60 each Breakfast fruit bars 

60 each organic fruit snacks  

60 each snack packs of goldfish, pretzels, cheez-it, teddy grahams, etc., or similar 

Money or Outpost gift card for bananas and clementine oranges .  ( $20 – $30) 

Additional Items used weekly are 

Paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, bottled water 

A large plastic tote labeled ASLC is near the office for collecting your donations.  Cash, checks, 
or gift cards can be given to Jim or Randene Wick or mailed to the church office.  Checks can be 
made out to Christ Church, attn: ASLC Camp. 

For more information about ASLC, visit the Tippe Church website at 
http://www.tippechurch.org/arts-and-science-literacy-camp-for-kids.html 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.tippechurch.org/arts-and-science-literacy-camp-for-kids.html

