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November 28th, 2021 

Today marks the beginning of our Advent season. For this service we call attention to the Advent 
theme of “hope.” This week we also continue with our sermon series, God Be With You. Whenever 
we say “goodbye” it’s really a shortened version of the phrase “God be with you.” From kings to 
prophets to Jesus himself – many characters in the Bible say goodbye. In today’s scriptures, Elijah 
says farewell and passes his mantle to Elisha, his protege. In the Gospel lesson from Mark, we hear 
about remaining on watch for God’s reign. Hope is an “active” word. During this season of transition 
and farewell, we can be like Elisha and take up the mantle’s call to be the Church. 
 
Prelude                                     Wachet auf                                                      Peeters 
                
Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                  Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn    Hymn #160              

Opening Litany (from Luke 1:28, 30, 37-28) 

The angel said to Mary, 
“The Lord is with you. 
“Do not be afraid, 
“For nothing is impossible with God.” 
Mary said to the angel, 
“Here I am, the servant of God, 
“May it be with me, 
According to the word of God.” 
 

Candle Lighting Song           Lead Us To Your Light                              Carol Browing 
Lead us to your light, lead us out of darkness. 

Lead us to your light. Come, Jesus, come. (repeat) 
(solo on verse) 

  
Opening Prayer 

The Gloria                       
Glory be to the Christ-Child,  

God’s strength made weak, has come to light our way.  
As the Firstborn of Creation, the Alpha and Omega, wonderful birth,  

God has come to earth. 
Lyrics. Jacqueline A. Burnette 

 
First Lesson                    2 Kings 2:9-14 
Elijah suddenly departs from Elisha’s presence by being whisked away in a tornado. Only his mantle remains. Elisha picks 
up the mantle and gets to work. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, 
“Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I 
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+2%3A9-14&version=NRSV
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13 He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 He 
took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” 
When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 

Second Lesson                      Isaiah 64:1-7 
Isaiah is the longest and arguably the most important of the prophetic books. Isaiah offers the full range of God’s 
prophetic message – from words of judgment to words of promise. Isaiah portrays God as a mighty creator and the 
gentlest comforter. Isaiah is quoted more in the New Testament than any other prophet in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence— 
2 [a] as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
    those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed.[b] 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered[c] us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 
Third Lesson                   Mark 13:24-37 

Mark tells us about the coming of the “Son of Man.” Keep alert and awake! 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[a] is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, 
keep alert;[b] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and 
puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Sermon                           God Be With You: Elijah Passes His Cloak                  Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response                On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry   Hymn #156, verses 1-4      
  

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+64%3A1-7&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+64%3A1-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18888a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+64%3A1-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18891b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+64%3A1-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18893c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24740a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24744b
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Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

Joyce Neumann as she recovers from pneumonia. 

The family of Doris Piacentine, who passed away on November 20th. A memorial service for her will 
be held in the spring. 

The city of Waukesha and all those affected by the Christmas parade tragedy. 

Those for who the holidays are a difficult time of year. 

 

Prayer Song                             Come and Find the Quiet Center                   Hymn #477 

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 

find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 

clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see, 

all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 

            

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Special Music                           Bring Us Hope                                              Pam Kothrade     

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

Quilt Blessing 

Closing Song                         People, Look East                      Hymn #161 

Sending          Jeremiah Eames Rankin 

God be with you till we meet again, 
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 

Smite death’s threatening wave before you, 
God be with you till we meet again. 

Till we meet, till we meet, 
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude                                            Wachet auf                                             A.D. Miller                            
  

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 
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Correction:  
Last week’s bulletin dated November 21st contained an error in the prayers. The message regarding 
the family of Mark, Sue and Benjamin in Dorothy’s passing was an error. 
 

Hanging of the Greens today, after worship! 
Join in the fun of decorating the church sanctuary, chapel, and hallway for the Christmas season.   

All are welcome! 
 

Confirmation Class 

Join us after worship in the Pine Room outside the fellowship hall. Email Pastor Dan at 
pastor@uccmke.org for more info. 

Quilting 
 November 30th 10:00 AM 

 
ENDOWMENT GRANT REQUEST 

 
The Endowment Committee has begun taking grant requests for 2021. Outreach programs that 
support the life of Christ Church and the Milwaukee community will be considered and awarded 
monies from the available funds. Forms are available in the racks in the hallway and near the chapel. 
Grants are awarded only one time annually. Consider upcoming projects and services that could 
benefit from these funds. The deadline is November 30th, 2021. 
 

Bay View Community Center Toy & Gift Program  
*Updated due date* 

We will once again be partnering with the BVCC to provide Christmas gifts for children and seniors in 
the area. See Mary Ann Mowery for any remaining gift tags. The gifts will be due December 5th. 
Your unwrapped gifts with gift tags attached should be dropped off in the chapel. Help make the 
holidays brighter for those in need.                                                      The Social Concerns Committee  

 
  

Ladies Christmas Brunch 
On December 5th the Social Concerns Committee will be hosting a brunch for all the ladies of the 
church and their friends following the church service. Come for an opportunity for fellowship while 
enjoying a meal together. “Get Ready, Get Set, Go into the World” is the title of the presentation by 
our guest speaker, Helen Ergen.  Helen is a former Christ Church member who recently retired from 
her Kids ministry position at Southbrook Church in Franklin. More details will be forth coming. 
Please let us know if you are attending by today, November 28th, so we can plan appropriately. We 
are looking forward to our time together. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by the Lenox 
Street door. -The Social Concerns Committee 

Hat and Mitten Tree  
Humboldt Park School and Parkside School, which are located near Christ Church, are in need of 
hats and mittens for their students.  Please consider knitting, crocheting, or purchasing hats and 
gloves/mittens for these children. Donations will be collected now until December 12th and can be left 
in the chapel or placed on the mitten tree.       
The Social Concerns Committee     Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 
 

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
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Pastor Dan’s Farewell Celebration 

Please join us for a brunch in the fellowship hall after worship on December 12th. Let’s show Pastor 
Dan our appreciation for his six years of service at Christ Church. If you would like to contribute to the 
brunch, needed items are listed on the sign-up sheet at the Lenox Street entrance. Save the date and 
see you there! 
 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time 
commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  

   ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-614-2612 

 

  

 
If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 

 

  

mailto:jameswick73@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate

