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October 31st, 2021 

On this Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost and Halloween – we conclude our October-themed 
sermon series, Holy Ghost Stories. This week we explore a particularly spooky but powerful story 
from the Gospels about the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter who is possessed by an evil spirit. In 
our passages today, we hear about wrestling with God and perhaps, difficult issues. What can we 
learn about what it means to be in a relationship with God or with one another from Jesus the 
Exorcist?  
 
Prelude                 Chorale and Fugue     Willan 
 
Words of Welcome 

Opening Song                O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come      #638 

Call to Worship 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness. 
We worship you, O God.  
Praise the one who blesses beyond measure. 
We praise you, O God. 
Praise the one who feeds and leads us. 
We lift you up, O God.  

Praise our creator and giver of life. 

We worship you, O God. 
      

Opening Prayer 

Source of life, Breath of life, Word of life. We come before you as your people. Look upon us with 
your mercy and loving kindness. Be with us this morning as we worship together. Restore us to you. 
Raise us from our pain and brokenness. So that we may live in the wholeness you desire for each of 
us. Amen. 
 

The Gloria 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without 
end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Music and Words: Paul M. Vasile 

First Lesson              Genesis 32:22-32 

Genesis is a book about beginnings. In this primeval story, Jacob wrestles with the Spirit of God and 
lives to talk about it. 
 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford 
of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob 
was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless 
me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29 Then 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32%3A22-32&version=NRSV
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Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is 
preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day 
the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket 
at the thigh muscle. 

 
Second Lesson                     Mark 7:24-30 
Jesus exorcises a Canaanite woman’s daughter while traveling in the region of Tyre of Sidon. He 
wrestles back and forth with the woman until he finally relents on account of her faith. 

 
24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to 
know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25 but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered 
him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 

 

Special Music   Spiritual      Handbell Choir 

 

Third Lesson            Matthew 15:21-28 
This passage runs parallel to Mark’s Gospel’s account about the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter. 
Jesus heals the woman’s daughter because of her persistence and faith. 

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 
came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he 
did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 
us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

Sermon                                Holy Ghost Stories: Jesus the Exorcist                   Rev. Dan Stark 

Sermon Response            A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    #507 

Prayers of the People 

Hear Our Prayers, O God… 

For health & healing: God heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Ps. 147:3  

We pray for: 

 

Prayers for Andy O’s friend Jim as he begins cancer treatments that will span 7 weeks. 

Prayers for Doris P as she navigates medical struggles and grieves the loss of her friend Betty. 

Prayers for Doris M’s grandsons’ uncle Vinny who passed away from COVID. Prayers for Vinny’s 
family. 

Prayers for traveling mercies for Julene F’s family member. 

Prayers on behalf of Jenny G for the young man who was killed in a motorcycle accident in 
Waukesha last week. He was a family friend and will be deeply missed. Prayers for his family. 

Prayers for the family of Major Harris. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A24-37&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+15%3A21-28&version=NRSV
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Prayer Song            Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying     #489   

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Call to Offering 

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

A-men. 

Prayer of Dedication 

 
Closing Song                         Go Forth For God      #708 

Sending    

One: And so, as we leave this place to face out into the world, may we do so with the bold faith of the 
Syrophoenician woman, unafraid to wrestle and live authentically in relationship with God, with each 
other, and all those whose lives you touch. Go in peace and serve God! 
        
Postlude                                          A Mighty Fortress      Nagel 

Music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-737161 

Some Prayers and Liturgies by UCC Worship Ways and A Sanctified Art LLC 

 

 

Happy Birthday to these friends! 

 

11/04  Alexandrea Kofler 

11/06  Amanda Oleson 

 

 

Divine Intervention Volunteers Needed 

Please help fill up the Friday dates as building reps for DI-SOS. It’s a mere 1½ hour time 
commitment. 

Set up approx. 4:45 pm        Tear down 6:00 pm  Finish 6:15 pm 

I am always willing to train anyone wishing to participate in this ministry. You will be amazed at 
seeing 45 hot meals distributed in about 15 minutes each Friday evening! The pandemic is waning, 
but the effects still linger in the Bay View community.  

   ~ Jim Wick jameswick73@gmail.com ,  414-614-2612 

 

Membership Classes 

Today following worship in the parlor. 

mailto:jameswick73@gmail.com


5 

 

 

Confirmation Class 

This year’s Confirmation class began last week. If you have a learner that wants to join – now is the 
time! Join us after worship in the Pine Room outside the fellowship hall. Email Pastor Dan at 
pastor@uccmke.org for more info. 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

The Social Concerns Committee is asking for donations for Thanksgiving baskets we are making and 
delivering to our 10 shut-ins. Please consider donating muffins or mini breads, fall decorations, candy 
or a monetary donation. We will need all donations brought to church by November 7th. We also 
need volunteers to deliver the baskets. Please contact the Social Concerns Committee with any 
questions. Thanks,  - Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers, Randene Wick 

 

Crochet Class 

Crochet group is up and running again. We meet the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month 
(November 13th & 27th), 10am to 12pm. Anyone interested in joining or learning how is more than 
welcomed to come on down. The time is from 10am until 12pm, with all the coffee you can drink. It 
doesn't matter what your age is, anyone can learn. See Ken Klockow for more information.       

 ~Ken Klockow 

Quilting 

Tues, Nov. 9th and Nov 23rd at 10:00 AM 

 

Handbells 

Rehearsals are Nov. 11th and 18th at 1:00 PM 

 

Office Administrator Position 

The volunteers continue to help out in the office as the Personnel Committee continues to search for 
a candidate for the Office Administrator position.  If you know of anyone interested in this position, 
please contact Dick Gaeth, Randene Wick or Dean Kothrade.   

 

Update on our Chili Dinner, Saturday November 6th, 5:00 – 8:00 PM! 
Join us for a delicious chili dinner and fellowship at Christ Church!  Invite your neighbors and friends!  
We will serve some of our members’ favorite chili recipes, ranging from mild, to vegetarian to really 
yummy hot.  Sample them all and VOTE on your all-time-favorite recipe.  There will also be Bingo 
from 7:00 – 8:00PM and tours of our church for any interested visitors. There will be a free will 
offering.  Let’s make this an all-church event and invite your family and friends too! 
How can you help?  Come and eat chili!  And here’s what we need: mild, hot and vegetarian chili, 
saltine crackers, corn bread, butter, Oyster crackers, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, 
chopped onion, cookies, waters, sodas and milk.  We are still looking for a few more people to bring 
chili and fixings.  Check out the sign-up sheet at the Lenox Street entrance and please sign up by 
Nov. 3rd.   
Would you like to be our Bingo Caller?  Would you like to help serve of clean up?  Have questions?  
See Pam or Dean Kothrade for more details (414-321-4853).   

mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
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Memorial Sunday, November 21st 

As the season of Pentecost nears conclusion, the church is called to celebrate the saints of God. At 
Christ Church we hold an annual candle lighting remembrance during our worship service. We 
traditionally name our church members who have died in the past year (since November 2020). 

Additionally, if you would like to lift up personal family members or friends in this observance, please 
contact the church office at 481-3530 at Office@uccmke.org by November 16. 

 

Match Toy & Gift Program 
 
We will once again be partnering with the BVCC to provide Christmas gifts for children and seniors in 
the area. The gift tag suggestions should be available the 2nd week of November and gifts will be due 
the 2nd week of December. Specific dates and detailed information will be available when you 
receive your gift tag. Help make the holidays brighter for those in need. 
 
The Social Concerns Committee 
Debbie Hansen, Mary Ann Mowery, Sara Rogers and Randene Wick 

 

 

 
If you should need to contact Pastor Stark, please email pastor@uccmke.org. 

 

You can make your offering to Christ Church at www.uccmke.org/donate or by mailing a 
check to Christ Church, 915 East Oklahoma Ave, Milwaukee, WI, 53207 

 

mailto:Office@uccmke.org
mailto:pastor@uccmke.org
http://www.uccmke.org/donate

